HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH
ORDER OF WORSHIP June 21, 2020
Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness (stand)
P: In the name of God, the Father, Who has created all things in the universe for the sake of
His dear children.
C: And the Son, Who has redeemed His people from their sins,
P: And the Spirit, Who moves us to accept the gifts of our salvation and of God’s creation
with joy.
C: We gather for renewal in worship.
Silence for reflection and self-examination
P: Let us confess our sins to God, our Father.
C: From depths of grief I cry to you O Lord. My voice is trying to reach your heart and, break
through with cries and sighing. If you keep a record of our sin and hold against us what we
have thought and said and done, who then, can stand before you?
P: God wants you to be absolutely sure of His love and to be totally confident that you
have His full forgiveness for all of your sins because of what Jesus Christ has done for you. As
you trust in Him, you become as dear to the Father as His own Son and can hear Him speak
to you, “This is My dear child, My chosen, My child in whom I delight.”
C: Amen.

KYRIE
P: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Help, save, comfort and defend us gracious Lord.
C: Amen.

THE HYMN OF PRAISE
(sung)
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia!
C: Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength,
and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God
and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God,
for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia. Alleluia.
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

HYMN LSB 837 Lift High The Cross
Refrain:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim,
till all the world adore his sacred name.
Come, Christians, follow where our Captain trod,
Our King victorious, Christ, the Son of God. [Refrain]
Led on their way by this triumphant sign,
the hosts of God in conqu'ring ranks combine. [Refrain]
All newborn soldiers of the crucified
Bear on their brows the seal of Him who died. [Refrain]
O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,
As thou hast promised, draw men unto thee. [Refrain]
Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell
Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. [Refrain]
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SCRIPTURE READINGS (be seated)
Genesis 3:1-6
Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He
said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”
The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did
say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must
not touch it, or you will die.’ “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For
God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.” When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food
and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it.
She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.

Psalm 84
(Read Responsively-Reader=unbold Congregation=BOLD)
How lovely is your dwelling place, LORD Almighty!
My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the LORD; my heart and my flesh cry out for the
living God.
Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may have
her young— a place near your altar, LORD Almighty, my King and my God.
Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they are ever praising you.
Blessed are those whose strength is in you, whose hearts are set on pilgrimage.
As they pass through the Valley of Baka, they make it a place of springs; the autumn rains
also cover it with pools.
They go from strength to strength, till each appears before God in Zion.
Hear my prayer, LORD God Almighty; listen to me, God of Jacob.
Look on our shield, O God; look with favor on your anointed one.
Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere; I would rather be a doorkeeper
in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked.
For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favor and honor; no good thing
does he withhold from those whose walk is blameless.
LORD Almighty, blessed is the one who trusts in you.

Ephesians 6:1-4
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. Honor your father and mother”—
which is the first commandment with a promise— “so that it may go well with you and that
you may enjoy long life on the earth.” Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead,
bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.
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GOSPEL
R: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 18th chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.
Luke 18:15-17
People were also bringing babies to Jesus for him to place his hands on them. When the
disciples saw this, they rebuked them. But Jesus called the children to him and said, “Let the
little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such
as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will
never enter it.”
R: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ

HYMN 736 Consider How the Birds Above
Consider How the Birds Above
Feed day by day with carefree ease
Does God not keep them in His Love?
Are we not worth much more then these?
The lilies grow, they do not toil.
How fair is their fragility –
If God clothes these, which quickly spoil,
Will He not clothe both you and me?
Set not your heart on food or drink
Not be weighed down by worldly care;
About such things the godless think,
Yet never thank the Lord in prayer.
Be on your guard against all greed,
For life is more than what we own,
Our Father knows our ev’ry need
Before our needs to us are known.
Be not afraid to suffer loss
Of all the things for which you pray,
For He who faced for you the cross,
Will give you strength to live each day.
Seek first God’s reign , His boundless grace,
His holy name in all you do:
Christ first and last in ev’ry place:
All else will then be given you.
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Sermon- Fathers As Spiritual Leaders
Since this is Fathers’ Day, I have a question for all you fathers out there.
If you could hear what people were saying about you at your own funeral, which of the
following would you rather hear: “he was an excellent employee and a good golfer”? Or “he
was the greatest husband and father who ever lived”? Kind of a no-brainer, isn’t it?
There’s nothing like the prospect of death to put things in perspective. One day each year
we set aside Fathers’ Fay to honor the contributions of fathers to their families and, through
their families, to society at large. And I would like to begin by commending all the fathers
who are here today who by being here have shown their families that they take their
responsibilities as fathers seriously. Sadly, you are exceptions, not the rule. In our day and
age, a lot of fathers don’t take their responsibilities as fathers seriously. Some refuse even to
acknowledge that they have any responsibility for the children they helped create. They
abandon the mothers of their children and go enjoy themselves somewhere else. Not only
does this place a terrible burden upon the mothers who have to raise their children alone,
but social workers tell us that the children who grow up in these fatherless homes are highly
susceptible to social pathologies, including drugs, running with gangs, depression and even
suicide. But desertion is not the only way that fathers fail their families. Many Christian fathers
who are good providers and who are willing to spend hours helping their children with
homework or sports are hard-pressed to find five or ten minutes a day to lead a family
devotion or pray with their families—or even to say grace before a family meal. The result is
that their children learn to take sports and homework and food more seriously than they do
their faith, since these are the things they see their fathers taking seriously. Fathers like that
may be paragons of virtue in other respects, but they have defaulted on the most important
part of their job: providing spiritual leadership to their families. Their failure as spiritual leaders
echoes the failure of our original father Adam, who failed to provide spiritual leadership to his
wife, eve when she desperately needed it. Now I am not necessarily a women’s libber, but I
have to say that the most colossal case of misogyny in human history has been putting the
blame on Eve for the sins of mankind, when it is Adam who bears most of the blame.
So I’d like to take another look at the familiar story of Adam and Eve and the serpent, but
before we do, I’d like to share with you the results of a little experiment I conducted several
years ago to find out how most people think the story goes. I asked ten people in the
congregation I was serving at the time to describe what they thought happened in the
Garden of Eden. They all said something like this: the serpent tempted Eve by promising her
that if she ate the forbidden fruit, something wonderful would happen, so she ate the fruit and
then went and found Adam and gave some to him and he ate it too. If that fits your mental
picture of what went on, listen to what the Bible actually says “Now the serpent was more
crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, ‘did God
really say, ‘you must not eat from any tree in the garden?’” “The woman said to the serpent,
‘we may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say, ‘you must not eat fruit from
the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’”
‘‘You will not surely die,’ the serpent said to the woman. ‘for God knows that when you eat of
it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’” “When the
woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also
desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband,
who was with her, and he ate it.” Did you hear that? “She also gave some to her husband,
who was with her, and he ate it.”
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Eve didn’t have to go find Adam, he was with her when it all happened.
(to give credit where it’s due—it was a woman in the congregation who first pointed this out
to me!) Adam was not only with Eve when she ate the fruit, he knew exactly what was going
on, because in 1st Timothy 2:14 Paul says, “Adam was not deceived.” Adam knew that the
serpent was lying to Eve—and he said nothing. He saw Eve weaken as she stared at the fruit
and began to long for it—and he said nothing. He watched her pick it and eat it and he said
nothing. He knew the penalty: he was the one whom God had warned, “on the day you eat
of it you will surely die.” He was like a man who would let his blind wife walk off a cliff and do
nothing to stop her. Adam participated in the first assisted suicide in history.
Why did he remain silent? Why didn’t he speak up? He could have said, “Wait a minute, eve.
The serpent is lying. That’s not what God meant. He meant exactly what he said—that if we
ate of that fruit we would die.” He could have said that but he didn’t. Why did he remain
silent? My guess is that like every husband since, he didn’t want to get between his wife and
something she wanted. Here was this gorgeous creature God had given him who brought
him joy and pleasure and love. If he tried to keep her from having what she wanted he might
make her angry and she would turn on him. He might even lose her, and then he would be
alone. And Adam knew what it meant to be alone. The pity of it is that she probably would
have accepted his leadership if he had offered it.
Put yourself in Eve’s shoes. (Bad figure of speech; put yourself in Eve’s feet.)You suddenly
arrive on the scene without a clue as to who you are or where you are or where you came
from. You’re just there. Then you see that there is someone else there who is almost exactly
like you—someone who has been there longer and knows how everything works. Your new
friend explains everything to you. “God created us and he made this beautiful garden for us
to live in together. He wants us to tend it and also to be fruitful and multiply. But there is one
thing he has absolutely forbidden us to do….” There’s no doubt in my mind that Eve
accepted those instructions because she was hearing God’s Word through Adam. She
accepted his spiritual leadership because it came from God.
But when she needed him most, he failed her. He allowed her to lead them both into
destruction. He preferred to die with her rather than speak up and save them both.
And his primal silence is the root sin of husbands and fathers ever since: the failure to speak
God’s word to their families. The refusal to exercise spiritual leadership. Ironically, the curse
that fell on each one of them is a logical consequence of the sin they committed. To the
woman, God says: “your desire shall be for your husband…” The Hebrew word “shuq” which
is translated “desire” can have two different meanings. On the one hand it can refer to
affection or sexual desire, but it can also mean the desire to conquer or overcome.
It’s the same word God uses when he says to Cain, “sin lies crouching at your door; it’s desire
is for you…” So what God is saying is that the woman will long for her husband, but she will
also want to overcome or control him. How fitting! Since the husband failed to provide
leadership, the wife will take on the job herself. There are lots of Christian homes this
describes to a “t”: Dad isn’t interested in going to church, so Mom brings the kids herself.
Mom assumes responsibility for providing spiritual leadership to the family because Dad has
opted out.
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And to Adam God said, “you will lord it over her.” Separated from god by his sin and
blaming Eve for the whole mess, Adam’s leadership becomes a caricature of what God
intended it to be. Instead of God’s Word, Adam begins to speak his own word and Eve
becomes, “this woman whom you put here with me.” Instead of providing spiritual leadership
which comes from God, he turns into a despot, a “master of the house” whose only rationale
for being the boss is that he is bigger and louder than the rest of his family. Having proven
himself a coward, he now becomes a bully. What a horrible perversion of God’s original
design!
So what’s the solution? As always, it comes from the scriptures. In Ephesians, Paul compares
the spiritual leadership husbands should provide to their wives to Christ’s spiritual headship in
the church. “Husbands, love your wives just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up
for her…” The husband’s spiritual headship is one of self-denial and sacrifice for the sake of
the wife. The advice the Bible has for fathers is succinct and clear: “…Fathers, bring [your
children] up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” There are two alternatives available
to a father: he can try to impose his own discipline and instruction upon his children, which
boils down to “do it because I said so,” or he can bring them up in the Lord’s discipline and
instruction which, scripture says, will, “…form them for every good work,” and “train them up
in the way they should go” so that even if they should depart from it during their lives, they
will “return to it in their old age.”
Fathers have an unparalleled opportunity to give these gifts to their wives and children. And
so I ask each father here today: can you take a minute before each meal to thank god for
the food he has put on your table? Can you spend ten minutes a day reading and discussing
the Word of God with your family? Can you spare one hour a week to bring your family to
church—even if it adds a stroke to your golf handicap? Can you remember to pray together
when there’s an important family decision to be made? According to the Bible those are the
things it takes to be a good father. Do these things and you will be a blessing to your family
and to society, and you will bring honor and meaning to Father’s Day.
Amen.
NICENE CREED (stand)
All: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate
from the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day, he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come.
Amen.
7

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
HYMN LSB 692 Praise to You and Adoration
Praise to You and adoration,
Blessed Jesus, Son of God,
Who, to serve Your own creation,
Came to share our flesh and blood.
Guide me that I never may
From Your fold or pastures stray,
But with zeal and joy exceeding
Follow where Your steps are leading.
Hold me ever in Your keeping;
Comfort me in pain and strife.
In my laughter and my weeping
Be with me throughout my life.
Give me greater love for You,
And my faith and hope renew
In Your birth, Your life, and passion,
In Your death and resurrection.

BLESSING
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to
you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and  give you peace.
C: Amen.

8

