WORSHIP CELEBRATION
December 24, 2020
Christmas Eve
LW 41 Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful
Oh, come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant!
Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him
Born the king of angels:
Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord.
Highest, most holy,
Light of light eternal,
Born of a virgin,
A mortal he comes;
Son of the Father
Now in flesh appearing!
Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord.
Sing, choirs of angels,
Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God
In the highest:
Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord.
Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord.
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Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness (stand)
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Silence for reflection and self-examination

All: O, God, I know the wrong I have done, and my sin is always before me. I have broken your
laws and done what is evil in your sight. Have mercy on me, according to your unfailing love.
Wash away all my guilt and cleanse me from my sin. Create in me a pure heart and renew a
faithful spirit within me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to
sustain me. Amen.
P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us and has sent His only Son to die for us and
for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to become the
children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He who believes and is baptized shall be saved.
C: Grant this, Lord, unto us all. Amen.

OPENING HYMN (be seated)
LW 49 Hark the Herald Angels Sing
Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the new-born King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!"
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With the angelic host proclaim.
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King!"
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Holy, holy, holy Lord
God of glory, Lord of Light
Thou by heaven and earth adored
Now revealed to human sight
Sing thee all Hosannas, sing
Let all creatures hail their King
Praise to thee who comes to dwell
Jesus, Our Emmanuel
Hark! The herald angels sing!
“Glory to the newborn King!”

KYRIE (stand)
P: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of
all, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Help, save, comfort and defend us gracious Lord.
C: Amen.

THE HYMN OF PRAISE
L: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
All: (sung) Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and
Father: We worship you, we give you thanks, we
praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son
of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: You take away
the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our
prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone
are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the
Father. Amen.
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
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SCRIPTURE READINGS (be seated)
Isaiah 9:2-7
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a
light has dawned. You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as
people rejoice at the harvest, as warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder. For as in the day of Midian’s
defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their
oppressor. Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for
burning, will be fuel for the fire. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be
on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s
throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that
time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.

Psalm 95
Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. Let us come before
him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song. For the LORD is the great God, the great King
above all gods. In his hand are the depths of the earth, and the mountain peaks belong to him. The sea
is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry land. Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel
before the LORD our Maker; for he is our God and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his
care. Today, if only you would hear his voice, “Do not harden your hearts as you did at Meribah, as you
did that day at Massah in the wilderness, where your ancestors tested me; they tried me, though they
had seen what I did. For forty years I was angry with that generation; I said, ‘They are a people whose
hearts go astray, and they have not known my ways.’ So I declared on oath in my anger, ‘They shall never
enter my rest.’ ”

1 John 4:7-16
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of
God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. This is how God
showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him.
This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our
sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God;
but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. This is how we know that
we live in him and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father
has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God
lives in them and they in God. And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love.
Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them.
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LW 64 Away in a Manger
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus lay down his sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
And stay by my side until morning is nigh.
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay
Close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
And take us to heaven to live with thee there.

GOSPEL
R: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 1st chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.
Matthew 1:18-23
This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to
Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Because
Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he
had in mind to divorce her quietly. But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife,
because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give
him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the
Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call
him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ
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HYMN OF THE DAY (be seated)
LW 62 It Came Upon a Midnight Clear
It came upon the midnight clear,
That glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth
To touch their harps of gold:
"Peace on the earth, goodwill to all,
From heaven’s all gracious king."
The world in solemn stillness lay
To hear the angels sing.
Still through the cloven skies they come
With peaceful wings unfurled,
And still their heavenly music floats
Over all the weary world.
Above its sad and lowly plains
They bend on hovering wing,
And ever over its babel sounds
The blessed angels sing.
All you, beneath your heavy load,
By care and guilt bent low,
Who toil along a dreary way
With painful steps and slow:
Look up, for golden is the hour,
Come swiftly on the wing,
The Prince was born to bring your peace;
Of him the angels sing.
For lo, the days have come to pass
By prophets seen of old,
When down into the circling years
Came Christ as was foretold.
His word of peace shall to the earth
God’s ancient promise bring,
And all who take this gift will hear
The song the angels sing.

Sermon – "The First Christmas."
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APOSTLE’S CREED (stand)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his
only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and was born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into
hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of
the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the
holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church (please stand)

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

LW 53 Joy to the World
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing.
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ
While fields and floods, rocks, hill, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
No more let sin and sorrow grow
Nor thorns infest the ground:
He comes to make his blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.
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He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness
And wonders of his love,
And wonders of his love,
And wonders, wonders of his love.

BLESSING
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. The
Lord lift up His countenance upon you and  give you peace.
C: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN LW 68 Silent Night (Please be seated)
Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heavenly hosts sing, Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born!
Christ, the Savior, is born!
Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from your holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at your birth,
Jesus, Lord, at your birth.
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