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A Message From Pastor Woods 

Lutheran Church 
456 S. Chillicothe Road, Aurora, OH 44202 

Dear Children of God, 
 
The two mainstays of our lives as Christians are worship and 
prayer. In worship God comes to us in what we call “divine ser-
vice”: to hear us confess our sins, to forgive us, to speak to us 
in His word, to listen to our prayers, to nourish our faith and 
our love for each other with His body and blood, and to bless 
our fellowship. All blessings, all free and all precious. 
 
In prayer, we go to God to offer him praise and thanksgiving 
for his blessings, to ask Him for strength and wisdom, and to 
present our petitions—knowing that God has promised to hear 
our prayers and to answer them—and to give us peace. In 
Paul’s words, . . . the peace that surpasses understanding will 
keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.”      
  
On February 5th we will be introducing a new way of enhancing 
our prayer lives here at Hope. After each Sunday worship    
service, we will distribute a list of current prayer requests from 
our members. We have a rare and rich fellowship here at Hope; 
we not only care about each other, we do things to help each 
other. But of all the things we can do, the most helpful will be 
to pray for each other because God can do what we cannot. 
 
The procedure for getting your prayer requests on the weekly 
prayer list is described below. I urge each and every one of you 
to take advantage of this opportunity to be blessed by the 
prayers of your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 
Pastor Woods   

Ash Wednesday 
Service 
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7:30 PM 
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1 Corinthians 13:13 - So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.  

Do you ever feel confused and not know 
where you’re going? Recently the Sunday 
School class felt that way with a clever 
math problem.  The children learned that 
God gave Solomon “wisdom and great  
insight and a breadth of understanding as 
measureless as the sand on the sea 
shore.” (1st Kings 4:29). 

Each child used the “wisdom” of a       
calculator to figure out the answer to the 
math problem.  The class learned that 
just like with the math problem, if we are 
confused in life we can pray to God for 
wisdom because we can be sure He 
knows where we are going. 

Sunday School News 

Be sure to be in church on Sunday, February 12, 
as Sunday School children will be distributing   
Valentine treats to their “Hope family.”  Students 
will put together small treat bags during Sunday 
School and distribute them after the service.   

 

Happy Valentine’s Day! 

Sunday School  

will be February 12 and 26  

For the 12th the lesson will center 

around 1Kings 18.  “God is Real” as  

Elijah goes up against the prophets of 

Baal.  On the 26th the lesson will be 

from 2Kings 4, “God provides”, Elisha 

helps a poor widow. 

Q: What did the    
elephant say to his 
girlfriend on        
Valentine’s Day? 
A: I love you a ton! 
 

Q: What did the boy sheep say to the girl 
sheep on Valentine’s Day? 
A: You’re not so b-aaaaad!  
 
Q: What do farmers give their wives on Val-
entine’s Day? 
A: Hogs and Kisses! 
 
Q: What did the boy cat say to the girl cat 
on Valentine’s Day? 
A: Your purr-fect for me! 
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"Love means nothing in tennis, but it’s everything in life." - Unknown  

Hope Prayer Lists 

Saturday  
Bible Study 

 
Will meet  

February 11 & 25 
 

9:30 AM 
At Hope 

Women’s 

Karen W. February 04 

David R. February 14 

Donna M. February 20 

Debi S. February 28 

February 
Birthdays 

Hope Lutheran Church as two main methods for mem-
bers to share and serve our congregation’s prayer 
needs: 
 

PRAYER CHAIN:  Led by Debi S., Hope members 
call or email Debi to place concerns on the chain. 
Since this is a mostly oral prayer communication 
method, it is most useful for (but not limited to) 
prayers of immediate need. It is working well and 
members are encouraged to make use of it. 
 
PRAYER LIST:  Our church secretary Dawn com-
piles this written list and prints it in the Sunday 
copies of the Large Print service bulletin.  Since 
most members use the screens in the sanctuary 
to follow the service rather than the bulletin, 
these prayer needs are not always fulfilling their 
desired purpose.  A new procedure will help as-
sure than every member has an opportunity to 
pray for all the felt needs of our congregational 
community. 

 
NEW PRAYER LIST PROCEDURES 
 

    Dawn will print a separate prayer list to be hand-
ed out after each Sunday service.  Instructions 
for adding concerns will be given. 

 
    Each person or issue added to the list will remain 

on the list for one full month after the addition.  
For example, if a concern is sent to Dawn on 
February 13, it will be on the list from that date 
and removed on April 1.  If the concern is still  
actively in need of prayer, the submitter will 
simply contact Dawn and ask for a renewal, in 
this case it would be until June 1.   

 
    If the concern is no longer in need of prayer    

before these dates, please contact Dawn. 
 

These changes should ensure that the list is up-to-date 
and possibly more manageable in length.  Please let 
Pastor, Dan or Dawn know how it is working!   
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My Valentine has paws. ~Patrick McDonnell  

Missionary Highlights 
In December of 2021 Hope Lutheran Church 
supported Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
missionaries Pastor Phil and Deaconess Rachel 
Jaseph as they took their first steps to begin 
spreading the Good News in Uruguay. The 
Jasefs arrived in Uruguay late in 2022 to begin 
their work and Hope continues to support 
them in their work.   

Pastor Phil continues to preach when asked at 
Iglesia Luterana San Pablo, and is always 
growing in his ability to express God's Word in 
Spanish.    

In November, two young men from the school 
were baptized at this font before confirming 
their faith the next week along with 24 of their 
peers. Please pray that these youth and their 
families would remain active in the life of the 
Church!   

 Over the holidays, Pastor Phil was down a 
hand because of needing a cast for a few 
weeks. We thank God for wonderful medical 
care and healing for his fractured hand, and 
for all who have prayed for him during this 
setback. He remained in good spirits and we're 
pictured here after the Christmas Eve English 
language service that Pastors Phil and James 
conducted. What a blessing to receive God's 
Word in our heart language!    

Divine Service on Christmas Day was extra 
special this year, with the baptism of two ba-
bies and the dedication and first use of the 
long-awaited new hymnals.    

Please pray for the Jasephs as they take advantage of every opportunity He gives 
for the proclamation of His saving Gospel.   

What Does Love Mean? 
 A group of professionals asked 4—8-year-old children, “What does love mean?” 
Their answers were deeper than expected and amazing. Here are their answers:  
 
 "Love is when a girl puts on perfume and a boy puts on shaving cologne and 

they go out and smell each other." ~ Karl - age 5  
 
 "Love is when you go out to eat and give somebody most of your French fries 

without making them give you any of theirs." ~ Chrissy - age 6  
 
 "Love is what makes you smile when you're tired." ~ Terri - age 4  


