
December, 2022 

Sunday Services  
9 AM Adult Bible Study 
10 AM Worship Service 

1st & 3rd Sundays—
communion 

WWW. HLCAURORA.ORG 

A Message From Pastor Woods 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
456 S. Chillicothe ROAD, Aurora, OH 44202 

Advent Services 
December 4, 11, 18  

5 PM—light supper 5:30 

Christmas Eve Service 4:30 
Christmas Day Service 10 AM 

Dear Friends, 
 
Our greatest need as human beings is forgiveness for the sins that 
separate us from God and from one another. Only the mercy and 
grace of God’s forgiveness through Jesus frees us to live without the 
burden of guilt. We can experience God’s forgiveness in Jesus each 
and every day and pass on that forgiveness to those who desperately 
need it.  
 
Martin Luther lived the first half of his life under a heavy burden of 
guilt. He struggled to get rid of this guilt by confessing his sins one by 
one and then doing penance to pay for them. He lived in mortal terror 
of dying with unconfessed sins on his conscience and ending up in 
hell. For him, God was a Judge whom he grew to fear and hate. 
 
Then two verses of Scripture wiped away all the fear and hate and 
guilt which had accumulated in him.. One was, “The righteous man 
will live by his faith,” (Hab. 2:4) and the other, “But now a righteous-
ness from God comes through faith to all who believe.” (Rom. 3:21-
22)  It instantly became clear to him that righteousness was not 
something that he could earn by regurgitating every sin he had ever 
committed; it was something he had already received as a gift from 
God through his faith. 
 
Christmas is all about receiving and giving gifts. And there is real joy 
in both the giving and the receiving. But the greatest possible gift we 
can possibly receive is one we already have: God’s forgiveness of our 
sins. And the greatest gift we can possibly give is that same           
forgiveness to those who have sinned against us. 
 

Have a blessed Christmas! 
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“Remember, if Christmas isn't found in your heart, you won't find it under a tree.” — Charlotte Carpenter 

VOA Thanksgiving Bags 

Advent Calendars 

“I was hungry “…….Hope’s generosity for the VOA 
Thanksgiving Dinner Bags was overwhelming.  There 
were 36 family units that donated food or funds to fill the 
bags and provide turkeys and pies for 30 VOA families.   
 
It was especially comforting to organizers this year as the 
price of food was certainly higher due to inflation.  There 
had been some concern that donations would come up 
short.  But Members of Hope and Friends were very gen-
erous.   
 
A special thanks to Hope Preschool families and teachers 
who supplied an over abundance of canned green beans 
and corn.  Just an FYI preschool teachers chipped in and 
sponsored 2 turkeys.  This was a Thrivent Action Team 
activity.   
 
A special note: A generous donation was a made in 
memory of Norma Jean Liester Mihalak and Jennifer Jean 
Mihalak.   THANK YOU to all! 
 

Great Job, Sunday School children packing VOA bags 

and bringing them into the sanctuary for a blessing by 

Pastor Powell.  The children also included an invitation to 

worship at Hope in the bags. 

Another round of thanks to those who sponsored an  

Advent calendar or two.  Calendars will be sent home 

with Hope Preschoolers the week of November 28 so 

children and parents can start opening doors on        

December 1.  Each door hides a message that tells 

about  Jesus’ birth.  Sunday School children all received 

Advent calendars as well. 

Send a Christmas Gift 
To our missionaries in Uruguay 

Rev. Phil and Deaconess Rachel Jasepth 

Last day to donate:  December 18 

 

Hope will match your monetary gift. 
Donation will be sent to LCMS for support of the Jasephs 

“Remember, if Christmas isn't found in your heart, you won't find it under a tree.” — Charlotte Carpenter 
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“Christmas is doing a little something extra for someone.” — Charles Schulz 

Thankful  Banner 

Sunday School News 

Fred K. 03 

Nathan W. 05 

Dawn G. 07 

Elliott F. 11 

Chuck S. 17 

Emily G. 19 

Aaron S. 25 

Sue D. 30 

Check out the thankful banner hanging 
in the window in the narthex.   
 
After packing VOA bags during the  
Sunday School hour on November 20, 
students made thanksgiving streamers.   
 
It is a colorful display of thanks from our 
youngest members. 

Sunday School will be December 4, 11, and 18.  AND FINALLY 
we are planning a children’s Christmas program to be present-
ed during the Sunday, December 18 service.  It is a simple 
message of the birth of Jesus.   
 
The only rehearsal will be Sunday, December 11 after the   
worship service.  Hope you enjoy the children’s presentation. 

Children’s Christmas Program 

December 18 

During the 10 AM 

Worship Service 

Women’s Saturday  
Bible Study 

 
Will meet  

December 10 
 

9:30 AM 
At Hope 

The property committee and Hope Church 
wish to thank Chuck Schwed for his many 
years…Chuck says 20… of cutting our 
grass at Hope.  Chuck volunteered his time 
and equipment to add not only to the 
maintenance of our property but also to add 
to our treasury with monies not having to 
be expensed.  Thank you Chuck! 
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Hope’s Sunday 
School class has 
been studying  
Bible teachings of 
how God is with 
us in   unexpected 
times.  Stories 
have included  
David being 
anointed kind 
even though his 
brothers were big-
ger and more 
handsome, as 
well as David 
fighting the giant 
Goliath.   
 
Students decorat-

ed Christmas cards to be sent to missionaries Phil 
and Rachel Jasef to being cheer and hope as 
they undoubtedly face many unexpected          
circumstances during their first year in Uruguay.  

Sunday School Cards Did You Know? 

Did you know for many years Hope held an  
annual Christmas party? Parties were usu-
ally held at the home of a member and in-
cluded food, fellowship, and often a white 
elephant gift exchange (an infamous rubber 
chicken was a fun gag gift that happened to 
return year after year).   
 
Santa Claus made an appearance every 
once in a while, too!  
 
Enjoy carrying out your old holiday tradi-
tions or creating new ones this Christmas  

“One of the most glorious messes in the world is the mess created in the living room on Christmas Day. Don’t clean it up 

too quickly.” —Andy Rooney  



In December of 2021 Hope Lutheran Church supported     
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod missionaries Pastor 
Phil and Deaconess Rachel Jaseph as they took their 
first steps to begin spreading the Good News in Uru-
guay. The Jasefs arrived in Uruguay several months ago 
and have provided the following update about their work: 
 
Pastor Phil has been invited twice to teach confirmation 
class for a group of students from Colegio San Pablo in 
Prado. Please pray for these students as they confirm 
their Christian 
faith tomorrow, that the faith the Lord has planted and 
watered in them would continue to grow. Pray for their 
families, most of whom are unchurched and not Chris-
tian, that the Holy Spirit would work through His Word 
and these young people to speak the truth of Christ in 
these homes.  
 
Pastor Phil continues to participate often in preaching, 
reading the lessons, and administering the Sacrament at 
the church in Prado, all the while improving his Spanish 
proficiency to clearly communicate the Gospel. Divine 
Services at the preaching station in Costa de Oro 
(meaning “Gold Coast”, an area east of Montevideo) typ-
ically are offered once a month at the moment.  
 
Pictured is a small group that gathers for these services 
in the home of a Lutheran member who moved 
to Uruguay from Argentina a few years ago. Lord-willing, 
Phil would eventually become the pastor and church-
planter in this place.  
 
The men’s group of San Pablo invited Phil to also share 
about his previous life and work as a missionary in Africa 
and his journey to professional ministry.                     
 

Deaconess Rachel was invited to lead the Liga de Damas (Women’s League) meeting in    
October during which they studied the Bible readings assigned for that week and learned 
about how the lectionary can be a great tool for personal devotions as a pattern and guide for 
Bible reading. 

Missionary Update 
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Actual children's versions of Christmas Carols: 
"...sleep in heavenly peas" 
"Joy to the world, the Savior rains" 
"This is he whom Sears of old..." 
"Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plane" 
"While shepherds washed their socks by night” 

”The worst gift is a fruitcake. There is only one fruitcake in the entire world, and people keep sending it to each other." 

— Johnny Carson  


