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Sunday Services Sunday Services Sunday Services Sunday Services     

9 AM Adult Bible Study 

10 AM Worship Service 

1st & 3rd Sundays—

communion 
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Dear Fellow Redeemed, 
 

The message of the New Testament is the Gospel—the good news that 
God has forgiven all of our sins because Jesus Christ atoned for them 
on the cross. This forgiveness is absolutely free. We don’t deserve it and 
we can’t earn it because we are naturally sinful and in rebellion against 
God’s law. Yet if we trust the fact that Jesus paid the penalty for them on 
the cross we are wiped clean of our sins. In His eyes we are sinless.   
 

For two reasons, this is hard for many people to believe. First, it sounds 
like a free lunch, and everybody knows there is no such thing as a free 
lunch; we are more inclined to believe that one gets what one earns or 
pays for. Second, how can God call us sinless when we continue to be 
sinners—even after we’ve been saved. There’s a little story that helped 
me understand this which you’ve probably heard me tell before, but it 
bears repeating. 
 

Imagine that you are in a baseball game and you are standing on first 
base. Your coach gives you the signal to steal second, so the minute the 
pitcher releases his pitch, you take off running as fast as you can. But as 
you are sliding into second base, you feel the second baseman tag your 
ankle before it reaches the bag, so you assume you’re out. Then you 
hear the second base umpire yell: “Safe!” So are you safe or are you 
out? 

 

I’ve used this story in confirmation classes many times and the usual an-
swer I get is that you’re out. But the right answer is, you’re safe. Why? 
Because the man with the authority to say so has called you safe. You 
should be out, but you’re safe. And that’s the position we are in with 
God. We should be out, but we’re safe. Why? Because God, Who has 
the authority to say so has called us safe. And the proof of this is that we 
are still on the base and headed for home. 
 

Pastor Woods 

Advent Services 
December 4, 11, 18  

5 PM—light supper 5:30 

Christmas Eve Service 4:30 
Christmas Day Service 10 AM 
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"We should certainly count our blessings, but we should also make our blessings count." ~ Neal A. Maxwell  
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Ava Bell scores the winning goal in Hudson High School's 
District Championship game against Massillon Jackson in 
late October.   

The 1-0 Hudson win advanced the Explorers to the Regional 
semi-final game against Strongsville on Tuesday November 
1st.  

Ava is a freshman on the varsity Lady Explorer’s team.  She 
was GASSCA Girls D1 Player of the Week.  Go Ava!   

We give thanks for: We give thanks for: We give thanks for: We give thanks for:     

-Marge G. who provides a 
small flower arrangement eve-
ry Sunday to grace the table in 

the narthex.  It is fun to watch the flowers 
change according to the seasons. 

-All who have pledged to support the Advent 
Calendar project.  There are just a few more 
spaces to be pledged and it is only $1 that ena-
bles Hope to distribute Advent Calendars to all 
preschool families. 

-Carol for donut hole coffee hour.  It was a great 
opportunity to have fellowship time after church. 

-Dawn  G. and Dan C. for manning the comput-
er/screen during worship.  Always a job well 
done.   

-Lori F. for playing for all services in November. 

Congratulations to Kayla,  the daughter of Gary 
and Dawn.  

After 10 years 
of dating she 
married her 
best friend,    
Anthony 
Sicurezza, at 
John Carroll 
University,  St 
Francis Chapel 
where they both 
attended col-
lege and Sun-
day evening services.  

She is teaching 1st grade and Anthony is a pro-
bation officer. 

Hank, Carl, Katie, Deacon, and Gideon    decorated the pumpkins that were given to lucky number 
holders after worship on October 30.  Such works of art!  

And although in some cases, it was hard to share, the lesson learned was that we spread our response 
to God’s love by loving others. 
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"Cooking Tip: Wrap turkey leftovers in aluminum foil and throw them out."  ~ Nicole Hollander  
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Women’s Saturday Women’s Saturday Women’s Saturday Women’s Saturday     
Bible StudyBible StudyBible StudyBible Study    

 
Will meet  

November 12 
November 26 

 
9:30 AM 
At Hope 

S����" S#���� N�%� 

Hank S. 11 

Glenda C. 13 

Bob M. 17 

Katherine S. 21 

Cecelia G. 22 

Del D. 27 

Carol E. 27 

Paul S. 20 

The sign up sheet is on the table in 

the narthex to help fill Thanksgiving 

dinner bags to be given to clients at 

the Volunteers of America Food-

bank.  Families will be identified by 

VOA workers and this year bags will 

be distributed on Tuesday at the 

VOA facility.   

There is the opportunity to supply a turkey and pumpkin pie for 

$25 and/or to buy a box or 5 of stuffing, cranberry sauce, pack-

ets of gravy, or sweet potatoes.   

Please have all goods at church by Sunday, November 20.  

This year preschool is donating cans of green beans and corn. 

Sunday School will meet on Sundays November  13 and 20 

during worship.   

On November 20 the Sunday School will pack the VOA bags 

and take them into the sanctuary to be blessed at the end of the 

service.   

There will be no Sunday School on November 27.  Questions?  

See Becky or Cheryl.  

B��
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On Sunday, October 23rd, 

Kaisley Marie Rediger, the great 

grand daughter of Dave and Judy 

Rediger, was welcomed into the 

Kingdom of God through Holy 

Baptism here at Hope.  

Seventeen friends and members 

of the Rediger family were      

present to witness her baptism 

and attend the reception that   

followed the service.  


