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Sunday Services  
9 AM Adult Bible Study 
10 AM Worship Service 

1st & 3rd Sundays—
communion 

September, 2022 456 S. Chillicothe ROAD, Aurora, OH 44202 

A Message From Pastor Woods 

       Lutheran   Church 
HOPE 

Dear Friends, 
 
On September 11

th
 our Sunday morning adult Bible class will begin a study 

of the Book of Jeremiah. The Book of Jeremiah is unique.  Though it refers 
to some historical events, it is not an historical narrative like Genesis or  
Exodus or the Book of Acts or one of the Gospels.  It is not about the King-
dom of God but about the kingdom of this world—a world ruled by the 
prince of this world. Therefore it contains very little encouragement or 
“good news” for readers.  
 
Disturbingly, the world in which Jeremiah lived and prophesied was in 
many ways a microcosm of our own age. The Church (the Temple and the 
Priesthood) was in decline, immorality was rampant, idolatry was epidemic 
and pagan religion was all the rage. The religion God had given the         
Israelites was openly mocked and the land swarmed with false prophets. 
God sent Jeremiah into the midst of this world to warn the Israelites that 
unless they repented and cast off their pagan ways, disaster was imminent. 
He warned Jeremiah that he would be mocked and persecuted. 
 
And Jeremiah was mocked and persecuted. That’s why the Book of        
Jeremiah is a book of sorrow—of lamenting over the unbelief and rebel-
liousness that can come to dominate the human heart. It is a vital message 
that needs to reach the ears of modern man, yet one that is sadly lacking in 
the proclamation of the church. Many—indeed most—of today’s churches 
are content with preaching the prosperity gospel—the promise that a 
through faith in Jesus Christ a life of happiness and success can be 
achieved. The reality of sin, hell and judgment are never mentioned—the 
things that Jesus came to save us from.  
 
Pastors are called to the ministry to preach “the whole counsel of God”—
i.e., all of God’s wisdom to mankind. When half of His wisdom is omitted, 
the message is never delivered. Sin and judgment and hell along with loss 
and sorrow and death are real and unavoidable parts of life. We can let 
them destroy us or we can let God use them to form us into people that 
bear the image of Christ. “We also rejoice in our sufferings, because we 
know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and 
character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because we know that 
God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he 
has given us.” (Romans 5:3-5)  
 
Pastor Woods 
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"Autumn shows us how beautiful it is to let things go."  ~ Unknown 

Did You Know? 
Did you know in years 
past Hope kicked off 
the Sunday School 
year with a Rally Day 
every September?   

The Sunday after     
Labor Day marked a 
new Sunday School 
season and kids at 
Hope would tie slips of 
paper to helium filled 
balloons.  Each slip of 
paper contained a Bi-
ble verse as well as 
the address of the 
church.   

All the members at 
church that day would gather with the children in the parking lot to bless and release the bal-
loons as a fun way to begin their Sunday School learning for the year.  Although it was an un-
knowingly environmentally not-so-friendly way to spread the Good News, one year the church 
received a slip of paper from one of the balloons back in the mail from a home all the way in 
Pennsylvania! 

The U in Jesus 
Before U were thought of or time had begun,  

God stuck U in the name of His Son.  

And each time U pray, you’ll see it’s true,  

You can’t spell out JesUs and not include U.  

You’re a pretty big part of His wonderful name,  

For U, He was born; that’s why He came. 

And His great love for U is the reason He died.  

It even takes U to spell crUcified.  

Isn’t it thrilling and splendidly grand  

He rose from the dead, with U in His plan?  

The stones split away, the gold trUmpet blew,  

And this word resUrrection is spelled with a U. 

~ from Donna M.   

Church Humor 
Elizabeth asked her Sunday School class 
to sketch a picture of their favorite Bible 
stories. She was puzzled by Bert's 
picture, which showed four people sitting 
in a plane, so she asked him which bible 
story it was meant to represent.'   

The flight to Egypt,' said Bert.  

'I see ... and that must be Mary, Joseph, 
and baby Jesus, 'Elizabeth said, 'But who's 
the fourth person?' 

 
       Oh, that's Pontius - the Pilot.'  
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" Autumn is a season followed immediately by looking forward to spring.” - Doug Larson 

Spreading God’s Word 

Mark S. 08 
Jordan S. 12 
Becky B. 14 
Kayla G. 15 
Lori E. 21 
Jacob C. 24 
Joshua C. 24 
Allan F. 28 

Spreading God’s Word to     
students and families – Hope 
and Thrivent Financial (through 
a Action Team Grant)  supplied 
a children’s Bible to each      
incoming 3 year old and new 4 
year old student to Hope     
Preschool.  Forty four (44)    
Bibles were purchased and  
distributed at orientation.   

 
Sunday School will be meeting September 11 and 25.   Miss 

Cheryl and Miss Becky share the Gospel with up to 7 students 

on those Sundays. 

 to Larry & Chris C. for grilling hot dogs and hamburgers at 
the church picnic.   

 
 to Karen W. for helping to organize the church picnic and 

picking up the pieces when her co organizer was unable to 
be there on the day. 

 
 to David B. for weed whacking, weed whacking, and weed 

whacking. 
 
 to all who have purchased underwear and school supplies 

for Operation Christmas Child boxes.  It is quite a lot that 
will be delivered to St. Mark’s Lutheran church in Chester-
land to be packed with their contributions.  Packing will 
take place in late September.   

 
 to Dan C. for installing the outside storage locker for pre-

school so that supplies can easily be store. 
 
 To Carol E. for organizing 5

th
 Sunday brunches. 

 
 AND A BELATED, BUT NONE THE LESS 
HEART FELT thank you to Jeff T. who 
patched all the pot holes and cracks in the 
church parking lot and driveway this past 
June.  It is one of those tasks that IS only    
noticed when it is not done. 
 
 And again, thank you Chuck S. for all the 
grass cutting.   

A free online tool for reading and 
researching scripture in the lan-
guage or translation of your 
choice. The site includes search 
functions that find and compare 
passages in scripture based on 
keywords, phrases, or scripture 
reference.    

Women’s Saturday  
Bible Study 

 
Will meet  

September 10  
September 24 

9:30 AM 
At Hope 

https://www.biblegateway.com/

