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Sunday Services  
9 AM Adult Bible Study 
10 AM Worship Service 

1st & 3rd Sundays—
communion 

August, 2022 456 S. Chillicothe ROAD, Aurora, OH 44202 

A Message From Pastor Woods 

       Lutheran   Church 
HOPE 

Dear Fellow Redeemed, 
 
About ten years ago I enrolled in a course offered by Ohio State University 
entitled “How To Be A Master Gardener.”  We met in a small building     
adjacent to the Burton County Fairgrounds. The man who taught the 
course was a real pro—an entertaining and highly educated botanist. 
 
The course was extremely interesting. I had never dreamed that botany 
was such a vast field that included so many different disciplines: agrono-
my, entomology (insects), plant diseases, fertilizers, broadleaf trees,      
conifers, fruit trees, grasses, flowers, grain crops, vegetables—the list 
goes on and on. Frankly, I was in over my head but I do recall one lecture 
our teacher gave which made the entire course worthwhile. 
 
The subject was fruit trees and he began by asking the class, “What is the 
purpose of a fruit tree?” Everyone in the class answered, “To bear fruit.” 
“No,” he responded. “Bearing fruit is not the purpose of a fruit tree. The 
purpose of a fruit tree is the same as that of every other living organism: 
its purpose is to reproduce itself. Bearing fruit which contains seeds is its 
means of reproducing itself.” 
 
I can’t tell you how many times I have thought about that statement. Most 
recently, it has occurred to me that it expresses a fundamental truth of the 
Scriptures—that God wants His people to bear fruit so that they can repro-
duce themselves. In the Old Testament God created the Israelites to 
serve as a light to the nations—to draw gentiles to God through their wit-
ness to His blessings. In the New Testament Jesus says, “I am the vine, 
you are the branches: he who remains in me will bear much fruit.” And 
what is the seed of the fruit? The Great Commission, through which Chris-
tians reproduce themselves by witnessing to their faith. 
 
There is no other Christian activity as important as witnessing to our faith. 
It doesn’t have to be a full-blown Gospel presentation or personal         
confession: it can be a simple “God bless your day,” or “I’ll keep you in my 
prayers.”   
  
Try it out! It’s delicious fruit!   

Pastor Woods 
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“Respect your parents. They passed school without Google." — Anonymous  

Operation Christmas Child 
This year, Hope will again join hands with St. Mark Lutheran in 
Chesterland to collect children’s items for Samaritan’s Purse’s 
Operation Christmas Child.  Shoeboxes are filled with items to be 
distributed worldwide to pastors and community leaders who are 
bringing the gospel to children who need to know their Sav-
ior.  Last year over 9.1 million gift boxes were distributed to boys 
and girls in 100 countries and remote territories.  

Here's how you can help. 

Throughout the month of August, fill the marked box in the narthex with new items that will fit in 
a shoebox. Any item that is appropriate for children ages 2 – 14 is appreciated.  Here are some 
of the most needed items: 

 Crayons 

 Coloring books 

 Pens, pencils, sharpeners, erasers 

 Boys or Girls underwear (especially sizes 4, 7-8, 10-12, 12-14) 

 Washcloths 

 Matchbox size cars or dolls 

HELP WANTED:  Grill Master needed.    

All hamburgers, hot dogs, grill, and propane provid-

ed.  Limited employ (Sunday, August 14 11:00 a.m. 

– 1:00 p.m.).   

See Becky or Karen if you are an experienced griller 

with an excellent record of providing a crowd with 

tasty grilled food and willing to volunteer your talent. 

JOIN US FOR THE ANNUAL 
 

CHURCH PICNIC 
CHURCH PICNIC is August 14 on the new patio. 

Everyone is invited to this Everything is Provided event!  

We will have hot dogs, hamburgers and the fixin's, chips, 
baked beans, watermelon, salad and drinks.  Word has it 
that some fun games for all ages are being planned.   

All you need to do is let us know you are coming.  Sign 
up in the narthex. 

P.S.  If you still want to bring something, please bring a de-
sert.  If you want to help with set-up or clean-up, let Becky or 
Karen know. 
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Sunday School 

"You learn something every day if you pay attention." — Ray LeBlond 

Hope’s New Patio Dedication 

Property Committee 

John G. 1 
Colin B. 4 
MiKayla S. 11 
Lynn K. 12 
Sarah F. 13 
Larry C. 17 
Katelyn P. 19 
Austin W.  20 
Patricia P. 23 
Jason F. 28 

Busy days this past month.  There was more weed whacking, 
grass cutting, weed killing plus a camera was installed on the 
front door.  Also note the solid metal door near the piano now 
has a window, the door painted, and the door knob replaced.    
And the overflowing gutter has been rectified (no more ice 
dams).  The lock on the outside patio door to the narthex was 
repaired and rekeyed.  Newly seeded grass is being watered  
regularly.  The gates on the patio wall are being constructed.  
The fellowship hall floor will be cleaned and waxed.  The      
narthex carpet will be cleaned and all windows, inside and out 
will be washed the first week of August.  These things are only 
noticed when they are not done.  WOW!  Busy property      
committee. 

Sunday School will be      

August 14 and 28          

during worship. 

Sunday, August 28, our new member Greg Belt will deliver the 
worship  message. He will share the story of God’s care when 
his wife Jill suffered severe brain hemorrhage resulting in total 
loss of brain activity. Under strong pressure from doctors to 
“pull the plug” on Jill, Greg refused to do so and trusted God for 
a miracle.   
 
Be sure to come and hear this truly amazing story.  

DO YOU BELIEVE IN  

MIRACLES? 

Sunday, August 28 

Hope’s new patio was 
dedicated after service on 
July 31.   
 
Brunch was served, and a 
great time was had by all.   

Q. How can you make God 
laugh? 

 

A. Tell him your plans. 

Jesus replied, 
“What is impossible  

with man 
Is possible with God.” 

Luke 18:27 


