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A Message From Pastor Woods 

       Lutheran   Church 
HOPE 

Dear Friends, 
 
Although Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address was not given on 
Memorial Day, it speaks in some of the most beautiful words ever 
written to the issue of how we should honor the memory of those 
who gave their lives for our country. His speech begins with the fa-
mous words, “Fourscore and seven years ago…” which refers to the 
date of the signing of the Declaration of Independence—the event 
which in Lincoln’s view established the fundamental character of our 
nation. He was criticized for this by a press which thought that the 
signing of the U. S. Constitution was the more important formative 
event. 
 
Lincoln deliberately chose the vocabulary of childbirth—of gesta-
tion—to describe the birth of our nation. “Our forefathers brought 
forth upon this continent a new nation, conceived in liberty and dedi-
cated to the proposition that all men are created equal.”  As the      
zygote contains the complete plan for the body of the grown man, so 
did the Declaration contain the complete plan for a full grown    
America. That plan is spelled out quite simply in its second sentence: 
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal and that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalien-
able rights, and that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness.” 
 
Lincoln’s presidency had come at a time when that plan was being 
savagely tested. Our country was torn apart by two equally zealous 
factions: those who believed in the plan, and those who did not. And 
now, in our lifetime, it is being tested once again by two factions 
whose loyalty to their political convictions seems to exceed their   
loyalty to their country. 
 
What we need—as the Address puts very simply—is to devote     
ourselves once again to the cause for which those who fell at Gettys-
burg, “gave the last full measure of their devotion.” As we honor on 
Memorial Day those who gave their lives for America, let us also 
honor America itself, which with all  its faults is still a city set on a hill 
which gives light to the rest of humanity. 
 
Pastor Woods   
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Did You Know? 
Did you know that one of Hope Lutheran 
Church’s long standing traditions has been 
having a summer picnic?  For years Ric and 
Donna Mattmuller hosted the picnic in the 
yard of their home complete with a pot luck 
meal, a huge sand pile full of coins for chil-
dren to dig through and find (a lucky winner 
always found a silver dollar!), and everyone’s 
favorite egg toss game.  The picnic has also 
been held at Sunny Lake, and most recently 
at church right after worship.   

Once the new patio is complete, Hope is 
looking forward to creating more summer 
memories with a worship service outside.    

Book Clubs 

Children are a great comfort in your old age — and they help you reach it faster, too. ~Lionel M. Kaufman  

Herb K. moderates 
the Gaslight Book 
Club at Twinsburg 
Library.  This group 
reads “the classics” 
and has some lively 
discussions.   
 
June’s selections are “Death in Venice” by 
Thomas Mann and “The Metamorphosis” by 
Franz Kafka.   
 
The group will meet on June 27 at 2:00 p.m.  
Questions – see Herb K. 
 
And for a more contemporary read –  
The Wednesday Ladies Book Club is 
reading “The Good Left Undone” by Adriana 
Trigiani to meet Wednesday, June 29.   
 
See Becky or Cheryl for info. 

 

To Sheila K.  who makes it her calling to 
be sure every Hope member receives a 
birthday card.  Everyone loves mail es-
pecially on their birthday. 
 
To Chris S. who for a number of years 
has been our financial secretary.  It is 
one of those behind the  scenes  jobs 
that no one notices until tax time.    Such          
accuracy is called for.  Not a job every 
one could do. 
 
To David B., Dan C. and Jen L. who 
cleaned out the storage garage.  We all 
know how stuff can accumulate.  Now 
there is more room for new “stuff”. 
 
To Carol E. for lovely coffee reception for 
new members. 
 
Cheryl T. for keeping the WEOS      
Bible study group informed of meeting 
dates and chapters. 

What car did the wise men drive to see 
Jesus? 

A Honda Accord. The Bible says the wise men all 
came in one accord. 
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Summer Snack Cups  

Sunday School 

Lisa B. 02 
Hope W. 02 
Herbert K. 03 
Gary G. 06 
Parker L. 11 
Lynn R. 24 
Brian E. 25 
Colby B. 26 

A father carries pictures where his money used to be. ~Author unknown  

Cartoon by Inherit the Mirth 

Last day to donate fruit or pudding snack cups  is Sunday, June 
12.  Thanks to Hope Preschool families for all their generous 
support for this project.   
 
Additional items for the 60 Snack Bags will be provided by a 
Thrivent Action Team Grant.  Snack Bags will be distributed to 
Vacation Bible School families at Redeemer Crisis Center.  It is 
hoped that these snacks will augment food supplies while 
school is out for the summer.  Watch for pictures in the July 
newsletter.  Questions – See Lisa B or Becky B. 

Hope’s New Member 

Like the cake says, “Welcome to 
Hope, Greg.”  Pastor Woods          
remarked on Sunday that Greg was 
the smartest person he ever met.  
That might be because Greg is a physicist.   
 
His wife's name is Jill and they have three grown children: two 
sons, Davis and Taylor, and a daughter, Cameron.  
 
We are glad you’re a member of the Hope community! 

 I read that by law you must turn on your headlights when it's 
raining in Sweden, but how am I supposed to know when 
it's raining in Sweden? 

 Today, my son asked, "Can I have a bookmark?" I burst in-
to tears—11 years old and he still doesn't know my name is 
Brian. 

Dad Thoughts . . .  
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In December of 2021 Hope Lutheran Church supported Lutheran Church Missouri Synod    
missionaries Pastor Phil and Deaconess Rachel Jaseph.  Right now they are in the Dominican 
Republic as part of their intensive training on their way to their final missionary destination in 
Uruguay.  The Jasephs have provided the following update about their work:   

Pastor Phil conducted his first Divine Service in Spanish (with everything but the sermon!) at 
the end of April at Iglesia Luterana Cordero de Dios (Lamb of God Lutheran Church) in Licey al 
Medio (Santiago). During a recent intensive class with Dominican deaconess students, 
he provided a devotion as well as private confession and absolution for the ladies who chose to 
participate. Most Lutherans here have never taken       advantage of this marvelous gift, in 
which we have the opportunity to hear the pastor declare God's forgiveness directly and per-
sonally to us. 
 
Deaconess Rachel was   invited to write a 
portion of the course and to teach part of the 
class that same weekend on the topic of diac-
onal care and professional ethics. Women 
from Santo Domingo as well as all the 
churches around Santiago dedicated time to 
study God's Word and related practical minis-
try topics together at Concordia the Reformer 
Lutheran Seminary here in Palmar Arriba, 
Santiago. 

At the end of March she was also invited to 
teach part of the class on the Creeds and the 
Augsburg Confession. This course was part 
of a retreat that was held on the north coast 
of the country. The time away provided 
an opportunity for wonderful fellowship among sisters in Christ. We praise God for the 12 Do-

minican women who will graduate on May 27, and 
for the already-consecrated deaconesses who 
participated in these courses simply because they 
love to learn from the Word of God! In our May 
newsletter, there will be more exciting news to 
share about new church-workers all around the 
Latin America region, and Rachel's participation in 
theology courses and graduation ceremonies in 
Mexico and Guatemala. 

   Cristo ha resucitado! Christ is risen!  
    

It was wonderful to participate in Holy Week and 
Easter at the congregations here in Santiago. 

Easter Sunday was a day of great celebration, and at church in Licey, several families who 
don't often attend services came to hear God's Word proclaimed.  We have now been blessed 
to visit all 5 congregations here in the Dominican Republic. The Christian life is counter-
cultural for all of us, but here in Latin America, being Lutheran very much goes against the 
norm.  

Praise God for these faithful Christians who are active in their churches and want their country-
men to also know the freedom of the Gospel and that we are saved by faith not by works! 

Missionary Update 

I had a happy childhood. My dad used to put me in tires and roll me down hills. Those were Goodyears. 


