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Dear Fellow Redeemed,
As winter draws to a close and spring is about to burst
forth, God’s cycle of nature reminds us that death is always
followed by resurrection. Leaves die in a shower of glory in
the fall and then emerge glistening with new life in the
spring. As a poet once wrote, “The world is charged with
the grandeur of God!” All nature sings praises to its Creator.
When something like the Covid-19 virus comes along, we
see firsthand the effects of sin on God’s perfect world. In a
fallen world, life is subjected to death—but death doesn’t
have the final word. Just as the daffodils and crocuses
that are now blooming rise out of the soil that was enriched
by their death last fall, you and I will one day rise from our
mortal remains with brand new bodies. In the Disney movie
“The Lion King” this was called the circle of life and that’s
not a bad description of what happens.
It takes Jesus, though, to “close the circle.” Without Jesus
there is no resurrection, no new life: death has the final
word. But as another poet wrote, for the believer, “Death
shall have no dominion.” In Christ, death is swallowed up in
victory.
We die but we come to life. And during our lives in this
world, we experience many “mini-deaths” and “miniresurrections.” We get sick and we get well. The world we
live in suffers calamities—earthquakes, floods, fires—but
God heals the earth. We lose someone we love and we
grieve, but God lifts us up out of our grief with His healing
Spirit.
So as the song from “Fiddler on the Roof” goes: “To Life! To
life! L’chayim!” As Easter approaches, let’s celebrate the
ultimate affirmation of life: the resurrection of Jesus Christ!
Pastor Woods
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President’s Message
"Good morning and welcome to
worship."
Don't we all wish we were sitting in our
pews and hearing Pastor speak those
words. Let's all pray it won't be long
before that is the case.
In the meantime, please go to Hope’s
website, where Pastor Woods has video
recorded a sermon. It is also on Hope’s
Facebook page:

President’s Message
I trust everyone in the Hope Family is staying safe and well. This social distancing is
inconvenient to put it very mildly. I want
to come and go as I please and not worry
about what I am touching or how close I
get to someone.

Hope’s Facebook page— https://
www.facebook.com/hopelcaurora

However, a thought occurred to me that
helps somewhat. If I get careless and catch
the virus, that is bad for me. But it is also
bad for my neighbor. Because, if I end up in
the hospital through my own carelessness, I
could be denying a bed or a ventilator to
my neighbor who could be a caregiver or
first responder. And that is not exactly an
act of love on my part.

Let's all pray that Dr. Fauci gets the
curve flattened enough that we can
come back together.

So, I try to keep thoughts like that in mind
when I get impatient and frustrated by this
whole mess.

Blessings, Dan

As you all know by now, the church is
closed until further notice. Right now, it
sounds like mid-May or later before it is
safe to open.

Hope's website - www.hlcaurora.org

We will continue to email and snail mail
worship materials and post videos of Powell’s messages. Any suggestions of other
ways to maintain the life of our church
community are welcome.
Support each other. Call and check on the
person who sits next to you on Sunday.
Call me or Powell if you have questions or
a need. Any lastly, if you are able, please
mail in your offering.
Blessings, Dan
Let everything you do be done in love. ~ 1 Corinthians 16:14
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Women’s Book Club
We are still reading! April’s book is The Alice Network, by Kate Quinn.

SERMON SCHEDULE
April 5
"There's Still Time"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Zeigler
People can be unreceptive to
God's love because they are very
bad-or because they think they are
very good. (Exodus 11-12)
April 12
"Whatever Gets Your Attention
Gets You"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Zeigler
"To believe is more than just acknowledging that Jesus is risen
from the dead; it includes that, but
there's more. It's about where you
lay your fears, where you rest your
concerns. It has to do with what
gets your attention-with what gets
you." (John 20)
April 19
"You Haven't Lost Me"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Zeigler
Christians are not immune from
relapses into sin and doubt. A
Christian is at the same time both
saint and sinner. Dr. Michael Zeigler tells how God loves us
through the relapses, in a message
titled "You Haven't Lost Me." And
we'll hear how the Bible Project's
animated videos present the Bible
as a unified story that leads to Jesus. (Exodus 14)

“This fast-paced story offers courageous heroines, villains you love to hate, and dramatic life-or-death stakes.
A compelling blend of historical fiction, mystery, and
women’s fiction, Quinn’s complex story and engaging
characters have something to offer just about everyone.” (Library Journal (starred review))

Volunteer Opportunity
One of our members is
an ICU nurse at a local
hospital.
She has passed on a request for home sewn
masks.
If you can help, call
Becky.

Redeemer Crisis Center
The clothing part of the Redeemer Crisis Center is closed for now. No one
from Hope is going there. Please do not drop off any donations at the
church.

April 26
"The Great Pursuit"
Guest Speaker: Pastor Tinetti
(Exodus 15)

The day the Lord created hope was probably the same day He created spring. ~ Bernard Williams
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Please select
Hope Lutheran Church,
Aurora, OH when you
shop at Amazon.
smile.amazon.com
Nick S.
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