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Dear Friends, 
 
People have always wanted to know the future. Many a snake-oil 
salesman has gotten rich off their curiosity. Palm-readers, phrenolo-
gists, mediums spiritists and astrologers all claim to be able to predict 
future events—in return for a little money of course.  A surprisingly 
large number of people fall for their promises. A good example is King 
Saul of Israel who consulted the witch of Endor to find out how his  
army would fare against the Philistines the following day. The Bible 
classifies all such things as black magic or sorcery and condemns 
them.  
 
There is really no need for us to ask what the future holds since God 
has already told us what it holds. The short answer is that the future 
holds the same thing as the past: war. What Jesus predicted to his 
disciples almost 2000 years ago still holds: “Nation will rise up against 
nation and kingdom against kingdom.”      
                                                         
But as horrible as human warfare is, it is a trifle compared with the 
spiritual warfare in which we are all engaged. Spiritual warfare began 
in the Garden of Eden and will continue until Jesus returns. The com-
batants are God and Satan, the battleground is the human heart, and 
the prize that goes to the victor is the human soul. Satan wages his 
war with lies that come to us from the world, our own flesh and Satan 
himself. God responds with the truth which comes to us from the Holy 
Scriptures.    Jesus calls Satan, “…a liar and the father of lies,” and 
promises that, “If you continue in my word you are truly my disciples; 
then you will know the truth and the truth will set you free.”  
 
The word “truth” is one of he most beautiful words in the English    
language. It has been said that 27 lies can coexist and still be lies, but 
there can only be one truth. Hold on that One Truth—the word and 
will of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ—and no matter what else 
happens, 2020 will be a blessed year for you.  
 
Happy New Year! 
 
Pastor Woods 

A Message From Pastor Woods 
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Christmas Party 

"You’ll never get bored when you try something new. There’s really no limit to what you can do." ~ 
Dr, Seuss 



 
January 5 
"Mercy In This Dojo" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
New Series 
(Genesis 37) 

January 12 
"People are Treasure" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
New Series 
(Genesis 39) 

January 19 
"Unforgettable" 
Guest Speaker: Dr. Dean 
Nadasdy 
New Series 
(Genesis 40:1-23) 

January 26 
"Call it a Comeback" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
New Series 
(Genesis 41) 
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SERMON SCHEDULE 

The last day for collection for the pop tabs is Sunday, January 5.  

Deposit your pop tabs in the red box on the narthex table. This is a 

Thrivent collection that benefits Ronald McDonald House.  Even 

though the collection is over for this year, save those tabs as the 

collection is sure to return next year. 

"You are never too old to set another goal or to dream a new dream."-C.S. Lewis  

Women of Hope 
Women of Hope  will meet on Sunday, January 
19, at 2:30 to make knotted fleece throws for 
Senior Citizen Bingo at Redeemer.  Bring a pair of 
scissors and nimble fingers to help make these 
warm throws for cold winter nights.  Dessert and 

coffee will be served.  Please sign up on the narthex table.  Ques-
tions?  See Becky B. 
 

A thank you to the anonymous crocheter at Hope 
who made over 25 winter hats and paired them 
with woolen gloves and throws for the Christmas 
present give away at Redeemer Crisis Center.  It is 
rumored that this talented person is making white 
Christening blankets for families whose babies will 

be baptized in February or March.   
 
God blesses us with different talents and gives us opportunities to 
share our gifts with others.  Thank you from all those whose hands 
and heads you will keep warm this winter. 

The campaign to raise money for The Voice of the 
Martyrs ended on Sunday, December 29

th
.  A total of 

$1,122 was donated.  That, along with the $1,000 
from the Board of Outreach resulted in a check for 
$2,122 being sent to The Voice of the Martyrs.  Many 
thanks to all who helped in this effort. 

Board of Education 

Voice of the Martyrs 

Pop Tab Challenge 

The Board of Education will meet on Monday, January 24, at  7:30 
p.m. at church to begin planning Vacation Bible School.  Be watch-
ing  bulletins and newsletters for opportunities to spread the Gospel 
to the youngest in Aurora.  See Cheryl or Becky if you have ques-
tions. 
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Date Music  
Worship 

Assistant 
Greeters Ushers Reader Acolyte Communion PPT/Sermons 

January 05 Lynn Paul Lynn Bob 
Dave B. 

Lynn R. Austin Carol 
Donna 

Andy 
Sermon 

 

January 12 Lynn Fred Sheila Colin 
Dave K. 

Sheila Griffin None Dan 
PPT & Sermon 

January 19 Lori Chris Ruth Dan 
Colin 

Melissa Ava Cheryl 
Debi 

Andy 
Sermon  

 

January 26 Lori Andy Carol Paul 
Allan 

Herb Stella None Dawn  
PPT & Sermon 

 Server’s List 

Ladies Book Club 

“Take a leap of faith and begin this wondrous new year by believing.” ~ Sarah Ban Breathnach 

Women of Hope collecting items for Women-
Safe.   

The year is 1963, and self-important 
Byron Watson is the bane of his 
younger brother Kenny's existence. 

Constantly in trouble for one thing or another, like 
lighting fires to freezing his lips to the mirror of the 
new family car, Byron finally pushes his family too 
far. Before this "official juvenile delinquent" can cut 
school or steal change one more time, Momma and 
Dad finally make good on their threat to send him to 
the deep south to spend the summer with his tiny, 
strict grandmother. Soon the whole family is packed 
up, ready to make the drive from Flint, Michigan, 
straight into one of the most chilling moments in 
America's history: the burning of the Sixteenth Ave-
nue Baptist Church with four little girls inside.          
~ Amazon 

The Pastor came to visit the other day. He said 
that at my advanced age I should be thinking of 
the hereafter. 
 
I told him, "Oh, I do it all the time."  
 

"No matter where I am - in 
the living room, upstairs, in 
the kitchen, or down in the 
basement, I am always 
asking myself: 'Now, what 
am I here after?'" 
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 Women of Hope—WomenSafe 

“Youth is when you're allowed to stay up late on New Year's Eve. Middle age is when you're forced to. ~ Bill 

Vaughan 



Hope Lutheran Church  

456 S. Chillicothe Rd. 

Aurora, OH  44202 
www.hlcaurora.org 
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Congregational President 
Dan Coleman  
   dcolemansr@windstream.net 
   Phone:  330.562.9017 
  
Prayer Chain Captain 

Debi Schuster 
Home 330.626.9163 
  

Rev. Powell Woods, Minister 
330.562.9660 church 
440.708.1792 home 
440.319.0451 cell  
  
Jennifer Lynagh, Director 
Pre-School Director 
330.562.8260 
  

  

Please select  
Hope Lutheran Church,       

Aurora, OH  when you 

shop at Amazon.   

smile.amazon.com 
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Ava B. January 03 

Tanya H. January 09 

Zach E. January 27 

Nancy W. January 27 

Ruth K. January 30  

https://smile.amazon.com/

