Hope
Lutheran Church
Pastor’s Message
Dear Fellow Redeemed,
Cheryl Tomaselli just lent me a book about the genocide that took place in
Rwanda a few decades ago. What was deeply shocking to both Cheryl and
me was the fact that at the time of the genocide, Rwanda was considered the
most Christian of African nations. Although the population was divided into
two major tribes--Hutus and Tutsis--prior to the outbreak of violence there
was no obvious hostility between them. Hutus and Tutsis belonged to the
same churches and sang together in the same choirs. Yet almost overnight,
the two tribes became polarized and the slaughter began. Hutus murdered
Tutsi’s by the hundreds of thousands and before it was over close to one
million lay dead. The author writes, “The waters of baptism didn’t run as deep
as the blood of tribal loyalties.”
We have just emerged from an intense and, if I may say so, rather brutal
election campaign in our country. While the election itself is over, strong feelings still run deep on both sides among the electorate. We’ve not started
carrying machetes but there has been violence on the streets and the
rhetoric has gotten brutal. Now I’m not for a minute suggesting that there is
any meaningful similarity between America and Rwanda, but I am suggesting
that the depth of voters’ feelings on both sides of the fence are beginning to
resemble the kind of loyalties we associate with tribalism. And I think we
would all agree that that is unfortunate.
Maybe this gives us all the more reason to celebrate Christmas this year.
The words of the angel to the shepherds brought the promise of peace--not
worldly peace, which history has shown to be elusive in a fallen world, but
peace between man and God. We tend to think of mankind’s problems in
worldly terms—poverty, hunger, warfare, political corruption and so forth—
but mankind’s underlying problem always been one thing: sin. And sin, as the
Ten Commandments tell us, has two parts: a failure to love God and a failure
to love our neighbor.
God’s solution to the problem of sin was not to take it out of the world but to
forgive it. And that is what Christmas is all about. Every single one of us
knows in his or her heart that the love of God is the most precious thing we
could possibly receive. And, that having received it, we ought to share it.
Perhaps this Christmas, one way we could share it is by tempering our
political passions and remembering that not only are we all Christians, we are
Americans as well.
Powell Woods
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Bible Studies

Wine & Word

Sundays— 9 AM—9:45 in the Fellowship Hall

The wine casks are staying sealed for the
month of December. The next Wine and the
Word Bible Study will be Tuesday, January 10,
2017 @ the Aurora Inn.

A study of the Book of Isaiah. Isaiah
contains more prophesies of the Messiah
than any other prophet—including detailed
descriptions of Jesus’ birth, his ministry, his
suffering and death on the cross and his
resurrection from the dead. What is astonishing is that they were given over 700
years before He was born!

Happy Hour prices begin at 5:00 p.m. and the
Bible study starts at 6:00 p.m. There are interesting topics, inquiring questions, and lots of
discussion. All are welcome.

VOA Turkey Dinner

Thank
you!
To all who contributed canned goods, gravy, stuffing, and cash for turkeys and pumpkin pies for
the Volunteers of America Thanksgiving bag project. Your donations not only provided food for 32
families totaling 146 people, but witnessed the Gospel through word and service the night of the
distribution and dinner. There were many opportunities to invite some of the 70 diners to Hope.
Also many personal witnesses to the hope we have in Jesus were overheard.
Special thanks for those who came to pack and share a meal especially our young members, Stella, Ava, Austin, and Justin. Thank you to Carol for purchasing and storing 30 pumpkin pies, Judy &
Dave for procuring mac n cheese and Dan for the purchase of 300 lbs. of potatoes.
WELL DONE, GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANTS. And thanks to Thrivent Financial for their sponsorship and the bright blue T-shirts!

Christmas Cookie Pick Up
If you ordered cookies from the Women of
Hope, you can pick them up after worship on
Sunday, December 18.
Cookie sales are in support of Lutheran
World Relief Personal Care Kit Project. Kits,
consisting of a bath towel, 2 bars of soap,
tooth brush, comb, and nail clippers, are
sent to people who have lost everything from
a natural disaster or who are fleeing from life
-threatening violence.

Women of Hope will pack and
send kits in January. If your
waist line did not allow you to
purchase cookies, monetary
donations are accepted for this project.
Make checks out to Women of Hope. This is
sponsored by Thrivent Financial through an
Action Team Grant.
Need more information? See Becky or
Cheryl.

The only blind person at Christmastime is he who has not Christmas in his heart. ~ Helen Keller

Page 3

Hope Monthly | December, 2016| www.hlcaurora.org

December

Children’s Sunday School Program

Sermon Schedule

The Children’s Sunday School Program is Sunday,
December 18 during worship. Practice is Saturday,
December 17, from 10 AM to noon with time for a
craft and pizza lunch. Parts will be assigned during
Sunday School on December 4.

December 4
"Wait Until He Comes!"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz
A broken world waits, yearns,
and hopes for restoration. Jesus
has already done everything to
make that restoration a reality.
(Isaiah 11:1-10)
December 11
"Let the Adventure Begin"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz
In Christ, all of life is an adventure, one that is full of His promise and hope. (Isaiah 35:1-10)
December 18
"Peace On Earth, Peace That
Lasts"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz
What is the key to real and
lasting peace on earth? Jesus,
God with us.
(Matthew 1:18-25)
December 25
"What We Really Want"
Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus
What do you want this Christmas? Jesus is God's greatest gift
to a sinful world.
(Galatians 4:4-5)

FYI – No Sunday School classes on Christmas Day
or New Year’s Day. Sunday School will resume on
January 8.

Adult Christmas Party
Saturday, December 3
7 PM
At Hope
Bring an appetizer or a dessert to share. Cost is $5.
Please pay to Carol or Lori.
In the spirit of giving, please bring a gift for our
annual gift exchange.

Important Meetings
COUNCIL MEETING
The next Hope Council meeting will be Thursday, December 8th at 7 PM.
VOTER’S MEETING
There will be a Voter’s Meeting following the Worship Service on Sunday,
December 11th. The primary topic will be the 2017 Budget.
As always, there will be time for questions and discussion. Please plan to
attend.

Anyone who believes that men are the equal of women has never seen a man trying to wrap a Christmas present.
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Server’s List
Date

MUSIC

Worship
Assistant

Greeters

Ushers

Reader

Acolyte

Communion

Dec. 04

Lori

Dec. 11

Chris S

Del
Sue

Dave K.
Jerry

Sheila

Dottie

Donna

Sermon

Lynn

Bob

Judy

Colin
Paul

Judy

None

None

Sermon PPT

Dec. 18

Lori

Andy

Anthony
Ruth

Dave R.
Dave B.

Dan

Alyssa

Marge
Carol

Sermon

Dec. 24

Lori

Fred

Sheila

Dave B.
Colin

Sheila

Nathan

Donna

Sermon

Dec. 25

Lori

Dave R.

Judy

Bob

Karen

None

Donna

Sermon PPT

CHRISTMAS EVE

CHRISTMAS DAY

Norma’s Jokes

Record
PPT
Andy

Dan

Dawn

Andy

Dawn

Becky’s Book Club

Confessions of a Store Santa
While I was working as a store Santa, a
boy asked me for an electric train set. “If
you get your train,” I told him, “your dad is
going to want to play with it too. Is that all
right?”
The boy became very quiet. So, moving the conversation
along, I asked, “What else would you like Santa to bring
you?”
He promptly replied, “Another train.”

Annual Christmas Party
and

Book Exchange

Wednesday, December 7
6 PM
Burntwood Tavern—

-

Solon, OH

Which Virgin?
A ten-year old, who was becoming quite knowledgeable
about the Bible because of her grandmother’s teaching,
asked her grandmother: “Which Virgin was the mother of
Jesus? The Virgin Mary or the King James Virgin?”

What kind of motorbike does Santa ride?
A Holly Davidson!
What do you get if you cross Santa with a detective?
Santa Clues!

Bring a gently-read book wrapped in holiday paper
for our exchange.

Please book Master calendar
appointments with Dawn! She
can be reached at 330.995.4807
OR dghlc456@gmail.com.
You can check the calendar and
mark it if the day and time are
free, but please let Dawn know about it. Thank
you.

This holiday season, no matter what your religion is, please take a moment to reflect on why it’s better than all the other ones.
- Guy Endore Kaiser
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Helping Haitians in Need
A GOAT FOR CHRISTMAS?
Many of us remember the visit last May by Paul and Mary Ellen Huber of Helping Haitians in Need
(HHN) who told us of their work with Pastor Eddy Buissereth in the community of Puit Chacha, Haiti.
Eddy has begun a goat raising program to benefit his school and orphanage. Goats are easy to raise
and if he can acquire enough mature goats for breeding, he can start a small business which will lighten the financial burden of feeding and clothing the children at the school.
Eventually, he hopes to give a goat to each of his students’ families offering than the learning experience and opportunity to start their own small business.
Pastor Eddy can buy mature goats for $80 to $90 each. If you would like to help in this effort, checks
can be made out to Helping Haitians in Need.
The checks can be mailed to:
Helping Haitians in Need
201 Beth Drive
Seville, OH 44273
or: give the check to Cheryl Tomaselli
Remember, all monies raised by HHN go 100% to support Pastor Eddy’s work.
More about HHN: www.helpinghaitiansinneed.org

I don’t mind fruitcakes. They’re the one thing during the holidays I’m not tempted to eat. - Melanie White
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Redeemer Crisis Center—Mission Outreach
The Redeemer Crisis Center has been a recipient of both our financial and volunteer efforts for
many years. Many of your fellow members spend many hours working at the center, and the
clothing and other items that you see in bags in the Narthex are brought to Redeemer where
they are freely distributed.
Following is the latest newsletter from Redeemer, which will give you a better understanding of
the work done there, and how we can help.

Every time we love, every time we give, it’s Christmas.
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For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given, ~ Handel
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Art L

02

Chuck S

17

Fred K

03

Emily F

19

Nathan W 05

Gerry M

25

Dawn G

07

Aaron S

25

Christmas Eve Service

Elliott F

11

Sue D

30

7:30 PM

Christmas Day Service
10 AM
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