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Dear Friends,

Even though it’s February, it’s still a new year, and it made me
think of how the word “new” always seems to resonate positively
in our ears. I suspect it's because we Americans are inclined
to trust “the new” over “the old”; we tend to be progressive be-
cause we always believe that we can make things better than
they are. We have a fair amount of history to prove it.

So when Jesus said, "Behold, I make all things new,” we
know it means good for us. Jesus was, in a sense, the ulti-
mate progressive: He came to a dark world which was
stumbling around and perishing in its sins and made it bet-
ter by lighting a candle of hope for all people. The English
philosopher Thomas Hobbes once described life in this world
as “"nasty, brutish and short.” That may sound a bit ex-
treme, but for people who have just struggled through their
first holiday season without someone they loved and lost
during the last year, or who may be facing serious medical
problems, it may not be far off the mark. The Bible calls this
world a "vale of tears,” words which are echoed in a poem
by Matthew Arnold entitled Dover Beach: “...the world,
which seems to lie before us like a land of dreams, so vari-
ous, so beautiful, so new, hath really neither joy, nor love,
nor light, nor certitude, nor peace, nor help for pain....” To
put it simply: anyone who bases his hopes on what this
world has to offer will, in the end, be brought to disappoint-
ment and despair. Our only sure hope lies in Christ, for
while we may be able to make some new things, only Jesus
can make all things new.

So let me encourage you to renew your hope in what Christ
has to offer during this new year. He offers His Spirit, His
power and His wisdom to all who will receive them and
through them, a taste of the joy of eternal life in the here
and now. With Christ as your hope and your comfort, you
can indeed have a happy new year.

Powell Woods

WWW.HLCAURORA.ORG
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WOMEN OF HOPE

Clean the kitchen on Saturday, February 13 at 10 AM

Help is needed, especially in sorting and reorganizing plastic
silverware, kitchen utensils, coffee hour materials, etc. Even if
you can’t get in those cupboards to wash them down, help is
needed in “going through stuff”.

Sign up on the table in the narthex if you can spare an hour or
two.

» MEN...FLIP THOSE CUSHIONS AND DUST THOSE PEWS
e Egj AND KNEELERS! On Saturday, February 13. at 10 AM (while
S the women are busy cleaning the kitchen) men will be turning
over the pew cushions, dusting the pews and kneelers and vacuuming the worship area.

Be assured that donut holes and coffee are being offered as incentives. Coffee, kibitzing,
and cleaning start @ 10:00. Please sign up.

BIBLE STUDIES BECKY’S BOOK CLUB
Men’s Bible Study is taking a “winter Will meet Wednesday, March 9 at 7 PM at,
break.” It will resume on Monday, Febru- where else? Becky’s!

ary 15th at 6:30 p.m. with a new study of

the book of Acts. The book is “The Readers of Broken Wheel

Recommend” by Katrina Bivald.

“Mary in a Martha’s World” Bible study
will meet Saturday, February 6 at Chris
Schwed’s house (read Chapter 7) and on
Saturday, February 20, at @ Becky’s
house. (Chapter 8)

Thursday Ladies’ Bible Study Council
Thursday’s at 2 PM, at Independence M =
eeting

Village (across from Hope

Thursday, February 4
1PM

Love may not make the world go round, but I must admit that it makes the ride worthwhile.
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February 7

"It's Best to Be with Jesus "
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz
Life is not a do-it-yourself pro-
ject. To live life to its fullest, we
need Jesus.

(Luke 9:28-36)

February 14

"Call on Him "

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz
Everyone who calls on the name
of the Lord will be saved. Every-
one? Yes!

(Romans 10:11-13 )

February 21

"Body and Soul Salvation "
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz
In Christ, we have a "Body and
Soul" Savior for "Jekyll and
Hyde" sinners.

(Philippians 3:17-4:1)

February 28

"Follow Him "

Speaker Emeritus: Rev. Dr. Ken
Klaus

Is your life is headed in the
wrong direction? Jesus says,
"Follow Me!"

(Matthew 9:9)

LECTURE & LUNCH

Sunday, February 21
Lunch 11:30 AM
Lecture 12 noon

Please come to a free lunch and lecture
at Hope sponsored by Thrivent, to aid
the Parent’s Cupboard at Redeemer Cri-
sis Center. Felicia Zavarella Stadelman
will speak about Michelangelo. He a
sculptor, painter, architect and poet of
the Italian Renaissance. Best known for his sculptures Pieta and
David, Michelangelo once said "carving is easy, you just go down to
the skin and stop."

Stadel man, inspired by her ent hus
career to sharing the fascinating
some of our most recognized and i
Eyes of the Artist" was a series
a grant provided by the Clevel and
into the lives of <children 't ha
to provide a deeper insight into
people's favorite artists
WINE AND THE WORD
Tuesday, February 9 "G’_.
Bertram Inn ™
o -

5:30 PM Appetizers & Drin
6 PM Bible Study

Order your half- price appetizers, $5 wine and $3 beer at 5:30. Bible
study begins at 6:00.

(That is Fat Tuesday for those of you who care to celebrate before
the beginning of Lent!)

Please sign up on the table in the narthex to insure there is enough
seating for all.

To love another person is to see the face of God. ~ Les Miserables
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SERVER’S LIST

Date Music Worshlp Greeters Ushers Reader Acolyte | Communion | PPT/Record
Assistant
February 07 Lori Fred Sheila George Sheila None Donna Dan
Donna Dave R ser mon
February 10 Lori Fred Sue Dan Sheila None Donna Andy
Ash Wegd Paul ser mon
February 14 Lynn Bob Ruth Colin Melissa Alyssa None Dawn
Anthony Dave K PPT, s e
February 21 Lori Dave R. Judy Dan Judy Nathan Cheryl Andy
Reidun Dave B Ser mon
Febr uar yLy@Bn8 Chris Del Paul Dan Dottie None Dawn
Sue Gerry PPT, se

BOARD OF PROPERTY

New Narthex and Office Carpeting

The Board of Property is seeking volunteers to
assist in the selection of new carpeting . . . color
and texture. . . for the narthex and office areas
of the church. Our existing carpet has seen
many years of usage and now needs to be
replaced.

We intend to do this during the summer after
the end of the nursery school year and we
would like the carpet selection process
completed by May 1% The Property Board will
purchase and supervise the installation of the
carpet but the color and texture is way above
our pay grade.

Anyone wishing to help with this short term
“interior design” project, please contact Dave
Bell.

SOCK IT TO ME

We are collecting any type of
new socks— including
children’s men’s and women’s.

Please add your donations to
the Sock Sack hanging in the
narthex. Collection ends

February 14.

Please book Master calendar
appointments with Dawn!
She can be reached at
330.995.4807 OR
dghlc456@gmail.com.

You can check the calendar
and mark it if the day and time are free, but
please let Dawn know about it. Thank you.

"Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give you the desires of your heart.” (Psalms 37:4)
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SUNDAY SCHOOL

Sunday School News . .. Coming Events

February 14

Sunday school children will be making heart
necklaces that remind them of Jesus’ love.
Also that day they will be passing out to
worshipers some “fortunate” treats with spe-
cial message.

March 6

Yearly Lenten Pretzel Sunday. Children will
be making pretzels, learning about their
meaning, and serving them at coffee hour
after church.

March 27

On Easter Sunday, March 27 during Sunday
School, children are invited to participate in
songs, story, craft, and an Easter Egg hunt.

HELP! The sign up sheet is on the white
board for Sunday School teachers.

Thanks to Colin & Melissa Bell and Chris
Schwed for taking a class in January.

GOD’S LOVE IS
UNCONDITIONAL
UNENDING &
UNMISTAKABLE.

WE ARE BELOVED.

DOLLARS FOR DIAPERS

In conjunction with the artist’s
talk on February 21, we will be
collecting dollars to help supply
the Parents’ Cupboard at Re-

®
deemer Crisis Center on the q“
near west side of Cleveland. ’ “

The Parents’ Cupboard is an educational program
for parents of babies up to the age of 18 months.
Parents who participate in a 45-minute education-
al topic (nutrition, home safety, baptism, health
care, Head Start, reading to babies, etc.) receive
25 diapers, a package of wipes, and have the op-
portunity to “shop” for new or gently used baby
clothing.

Also available, when there is a supply, are used
items such as car seats, high chairs, toys, pack-n-
plays, baby monitors, and bath tubs. Look for the
diaper box and slip in a dollar or two, or make
checks payable to Hope and indicate Dollars for
Diapers.

For more info about this program see Becky,
Cheryl, or Fred.

’ Thrivent Financial

NORMA’S JOKES

The Sunday School teacher was
describing that when Lot's wife
looked back at Sodom she turned
into a pillar of salt, when Bobby inter-
rupted. "My mommy looked back once while she
was driving," he announced, "and she turned
into a telephone pole."

Lot again... A father was reading Bible stories to
his young son. He read, "The man named Lot
was warned to take his wife and flee out of the
city, but his wife looked back and was turned
into a pillar of salt."

Ephesians 4:2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love,
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Wednesday, March 16 @ 7 PM
At Hope

David R. 14
~ Donna M. 20

Cost is $25 per person

L Open to budding artists of all ages
.  DebiS. 28
: | 0st covers lesson, supplies, wine
g Y and appetizers
|
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Hope Lutheran Church
456 S. Chillicothe Rd.
Aurora, OH 44202

www.hlcaurora.org

Congregational President

Dan Coleman
dcolemansr@windstream.net
Phone: 330.562.9017
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Debi Schuster
Home 330.626.9163

Rev. Powell Woods, Minister
330.562.9660 church
440.708.1792 home
440.319.0451 cell

Mrs. Linda Lawyer
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