HOPE
LUTHERAN CHURCH
November, 2015

Dear Fellow Redeemed,
As with other holidays, the annual repetition of Thanksgiving tends to rob it
of its power and its meaning. We go through all the motions, but our mind
is more on the turkey than it is on God. Anyway, how can I force myself to
feel thankful if I don’t? Still, thankfulness is a major theme in the Scriptures: the Psalms are full of praise and expressions of gratitude to God as
are Paul’s letters. So since God obviously thinks it’s important for us to be
thankful, maybe it will be worth a moment of our time to give it some consideration.

Join us on

Sunday

Adult Sunday School
9 AM
Worship Service
10 AM
Advent Services
Sundays, November 29
December 6, 13, and 20
Worship Service at 5:30 p.m.
Light Supper at 6:00 p.m.
Volunteers are needed to provide the
meal. See Sheila or Reidun for information.

Let’s begin by considering the following question: what exactly is our relationship to this God Whom we are urged to thank? We know that we are
children of our heavenly Father, but I think we have a tendency to think of
ourselves as mischievous children who have pleased Him with our faith in
Him but who occasionally are naughty and need to be forgiven. Kind of like
a kindly grandfather who is bemused by the antics of his children but who
occasionally has to say, “Stop doing that and be good.” As such, we feel
entitled to ask Him for various things as we go along, things which it would
be no problem for Him to provide and which would make our lives more
pleasant. And, of course, when we get in over our heads, we ask Him to
bail us out. In other words, we think of our relationship with God like a child
thinks of his relationship with his parents—as pleasing to them and deserving of their love and protection—and that makes us about as thankful to
God on a day-to-day basis as on a day-to-day basis a child feels thankful to
his parents.
But that is not at all what our relationship with God is like. God is not bemused by our sins; He is appalled by them. He is not tolerant of our behavior; he is deeply offended by it. He is not pleased with us; He is furious with
us. And His policy toward mankind reflects this fury: earthquakes, hurricanes, tsunamis, fires floods—a scorched earth policy.
So every day we live, every morning we get out of bed, every evening when
we go to sleep we owe to God’s immeasurable patience, His self-control,
His lovingkindness which He bestows on us not because of what we are
and do but IN SPITE OF what we are and what do. We love the loveable
but God loves the unlovable—the ugly, the sinful and the depraved, which
is to say, us.
And for that we can be thankful.
Powell Woods

WWW.HLCAURORA.ORG
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KNOT A BLANKET

KSU FASHION MUSEUM—FLAPPER STYLE
Sunday, January 31
Women of Hope will have
lunch after church and
attend a private tour at the
Kent State Fashion
Museum Exhibit:
"Flappers of 20's and 30's"

The flapper is widely seen as the epitome of
1920’s glamor and decadence. The term
refers to the generation of young women who
came to age just as World War I ended and
shocked the older generation with their short
hair and short skirts, their drinking, smoking
and swearing. Flappers faced a world
strikingly different from the one their mothers
knew and their clothing reflected this
dramatic break with the past.

"Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise; be thankful unto him, and bless his name. For the Lord
is good..." - Psalm 100:4, 5a
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VOA THANKSGIVING DINNERS
November
November 1
"Who Do You Think You
Are?"
Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz
Don't just look up, down, or
around-look to Jesus Christ for life
and salvation.
(Isaiah 51:4-6)
November 8
"Do You Know THIS Jesus?"
Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz
If you think Jesus is just one of
those very good and capable people
who show us a better way to treat
others, you haven't really captured
who Jesus is.
(Hebrews 9:24-28)
November 15
"Readied for That Time"
Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz
Our most advanced technology
soon becomes worthless and obsolete, but God has a life for you in
Jesus that lasts forever.
(Mark 13:1-13)
November 22
"Our Heart-Song of Thanks"
Speaker: Rev. Ken Klaus
Heart-songs of praise are sung by
those who realize the Lord loves
the unlovable and saves those who
thought they were beyond saving.
(Ephesians 5:18b-21)
November 29
"Are You Ready?"
Speaker. Ken Klaus
Advent looks forward to Christmas
and that final day when Christ will
return. Are you ready?
(Luke 21:34-36)

For the fifth year in a row, Hope will be providing Thanksgiving Dinner Bags of food for people referred by Volunteers of America.
Collection of canned goods (beans, yams), etc., has begun.
VOA thanksgiving dinner items sign up is available on the table in
the narthex. Many more items are needed and the opportunity to
provide a turkey and pumpkin pie is $25. (Make checks out to Hope
and mark VOA turkeys).
Also be sure to sign up to help pack bags and share dinner with
clients from VOA on Tuesday, November 24. Packing starts at
5:15 pm.
Thanks goes to Thrivent for supporting this outreach event.

HAPPY HOUR BIBLE STUDY
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3
5:30 PM 1/2 price appetizers
6 - 7 PM Bible Study
Paws Restaurant
Rt. 43, Aurora
Be sure to sign up so that there is enough wine (oops) I mean seating for all.

SUPPORT THE WOMEN OF HOPEDRINK COFFEE!
Order your custom-made Starbuck’s cup for only $8.
Sign up and specify the name you’d like on the cup.
Starbucks will give you a $1 discount if you use your
cup for a drink when purchasing at Starbucks.

To succeed in life, you need three things: a wishbone, a backbone and a funny bone. ~ Reba McEntire

Page 4

Hope Monthly | November, 2015| www.Hlcaurora.org

SERVER’S LIST
Worship
Assistant

Date

Music

November 01

Lynn

Fred

Reidun
Donna

Dan
Dave R

Karen

Dottie

Donna

Andy

Lynn

Bob

Ruth
Anthony

Paul
Dave B

Dan

Alyssa

None

Dawn

Lori

Dave R

Lynn
Andy

Colin
George

Judy

Dottie

Marge
Carol

Andy

Lynn

Chris

Del
Sue

Colin
Dave K

Melissa

Nathan

none

Dawn

Lori

Andy

Reidun
Donna

Gerry
Bob

Dan

none

November 08

November 15

November 22

November 29

Greeters

Ushers

Reader

Acolyte

Communion

PPT/Sermons

sermon

PP, sermon

Sermon

PP, sermon

Dan

sermon

BECKY’S BOOK CLUB
November 18
7 PM
At Becky’s house
A Good American
By Alex George
The unlikeliest of lovers, Frederick and
Jette Meisenheimer flee their native
Germany and set sail for America at
the turn of the twentieth century, eager
for the freedom their new country
promises. Turn by lucky turn, they make their way
from New Orleans to the tiny burg of Beatrice, Missouri, aided by the kind of dumb luck fate shines
upon the deserving. Though they are ever thankful
for the benevolence that comes their way, global
events still manage to track them down in their idyllic haven. As WWI rages across Europe, Frederick
enlists so he can fight for his newly adopted land.
Recounted by his grandson, James, the lives of
Frederick’s descendants—daughter Rosa, son Joseph, and Joseph’s four boys—play out against the
major historical events and cultural influences of
each decade, from Prohibition to the civil rights
movement, ragtime to rock and roll. ~ from Booklist

December 9
6 PM
Mad Jack’s Restaurant
Aurora, OH
Bring a gently read book wrapped in delightful
Christmas paper!

Please book Master calendar appointments with Dawn! She can
be reached at 330.995.4807 OR
dghlc456@gmail.com.
You can check the calendar and
mark it if the day and time are free, but please let
Dawn know about it. Thank you.

Grace isn't a little prayer you chant before receiving a meal. It's a way to live. ~ Attributed to Jacqueline Winspear
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HELP WANTED
Wanted: Crossways is
really in need of someone
that can help run sound on
some songs. It is a very
simple task, but we need
someone willing to come to a
portion of the practices
and be able to come to the
contemporary services.

ADULT CHRISTMAS PARTY
Saturday, December 5
at Pastor and Karen’s house
SIGN UP TODAY! Please bring an
appetizer or dessert; also, each person
is asked to bring a fun, inexpensive gift
to exchange.
There will be a $5 per person charge
to pay for paper products, wine, beer
and pop. Bring your friends and join us
for a fun holiday party! If you have
questions, see Reidun or Judy.

Please see Lynn K. for more
details or call her at
216.956.3921

Reidun can be reached at 330.650.4787,
or email reidunl43@gmail.com.

JOKES BY NORMA
Josh: Why did the farmer run a steamroller over his potato field on Thanksgiving Day?
Phil: Why?
Josh: He wanted to raise mashed potatoes.
Biff: Why did the turkey cross the road?
Bob: I don’t know.
Biff: It was Thanksgiving Day, and he wanted people to think he was a chicken!
Charles: What is a turkey’s favorite dessert?
Mary: I haven’t a clue.
Charles: Peach gobbler!

Find Us on Social Media
Facebook- Hope Lutheran
Church in Aurora, Ohio
Twitter- @HLCAurora
Pinterest- Hope Lutheran

I come from a family where gravy is considered a beverage." ~ Erma Bombeck
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PARAMENTS
Hank S

11

Do you know, or wonder why we change the color of
the paraments?

Cassie E

13

It has to do with the church year.

Brad E

15

Bob M

17

Matt H

19

Leah V

20

Del D

27

The church year is divided into six seasons. The first
season is Advent, which will start on Sunday, November 29. It includes the four Sundays before Christmas. You will notice the color of the paraments
change from green (Pentacost season) to blue. On
Christmas Eve we will change the paraments to white
to include the Christmas Festival and one or two Sundays after Christmas.

Zion Lutheran Church
508 Mentor Avenue
Painsville, OH 44077
This event is free, but tickets must be ordered:
http://zion-lcms.org/the-boars-head-christmas-festival
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Hope Lutheran Church
456 S. Chillicothe Rd.
Aurora, OH 44202
www.hlcauroa.org

Congregational President
Dan Coleman
dcolemansr@windstream.net
Phone: 330.562.9017
Prayer Chain Captain
Debi Schuster
Home 330.626.9163
Rev. Powell Woods, Minister
330.562.9660 church
440.708.1792 home
440.319.0451 cell
Mrs. Linda Lawyer
Pre-School Director
330.562.8260

