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LUTHERAN CHURCH
April, 2015

PASTOR’S MESSAGE
Dear Friends,

Maundy Thursday,
April 2 at 7:30 PM
Good Friday
April 3 at 7:30 PM

April 05
10 AM

As citizens of a country that subscribes to the free enterprise system
we believe in the virtues of competition. If one company can outcompete another by offering a better product or service at a cheaper
rate, and if customers are allowed to make purchasing decisions
freely, in the long term everyone benefits.
We believe in the virtues of competition in other areas as well. Sports,
of course, is all about competition. Sports talk is full of sayings like,
“May the best man win,” and “Winning isn’t the most important thing—
it’s the ONLY thing,” and “Nice guys finish last.” We admire winners
and we pity losers. We love competition.
It may come as a shock therefore to learn that competition is the hallmark of a fallen world. When Adam and Eve ignored God’s instructions and imbibed the knowledge of evil, their love of God and each
other devolved into competition. Instead of obeying God, they wanted
to be like God. Instead of serving each other in love, they began to
compete with each other for control. Adam blamed Eve for his own disobedience. Cain murdered Abel out of jealousy. A spirit of competition
and conquest replaced a spirit of harmony and love.
So it goes in the kingdom of this world. But in the Kingdom of God,
things are different. When James and John asked Jesus to give them
exalted positions in His coming Kingdom, Jesus replied: “You know
that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials
exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever
wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever
wants to be first must be your slave—just as the Son of Man did not
come to be served, but to serve….” Put simply, God’s redeemed children are not called to compete with one another, but to serve each
other in love
To put it even more simply: in Jesus’ kingdom, nice guys finish first.
Powell Woods
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GOD WAS GOING TO TAKE CARE OF US
This may not be true but it still has a good message.

By Eric Jason Pena
While seated at a Starbucks, a homeless man came in
and sat nearby. His scent was unpleasant and people
looked at him and rolled their eyes. He was simply doing
what we were all doing, drinking coffee and taking advantage of free WIFI. He
brought his dog, Legacy, who was well behaved. He proceeded to tell me he
walked 60 miles from Seattle to Tumwater over a few day period. He spoke highly
of Legacy who in stride, journeyed along with his master every step of the way
without complaint. As soon as Legacy was told to lay down, he fell asleep. It was
sad to see people distance themselves from this homeless veteran. Kids who inquired about the dog were quickly shielded by their parents and hurried away. This
Veteran explained most people have no concept of being Christ like because they
simply place Christ on the shelf as soon as they leave church. He told me while in
Bellevue, WA, 5 well known Seattle Seahawks players walked past him. One of the
Seahawks made a rude comment about him being homeless and tried to offer him
a $20 bill. The money was declined and that player who claimed to be a Christian
was offended. The homeless man told the wealthy Seahawks player that he would
not accept money from someone who would belittle him in front of others claiming
to be a Christian. Needless to say that player was embarrassed because his friends
had witnessed his rude prideful behavior.
Later in the evening, I overhead him telling his dog that they would soon find new
shoes to continue their journey. The shoes he was wearing were in poor shape. As
I was leaving, I offered him a meal which he gladly accepted. I also knew I had a
new pair of boots in my storage unit and I asked him if they fit, would accept
them. He said yes. After a short drive, I brought him a new pair of boots. He had
the biggest smile and told Legacy that their journey would soon continue. He apologized as he took off his socks because they were dirty and falling apart. I asked
him if he had any socks and he said what he was wearing was his only pair. Jokingly, he asked if I had socks with me. I had just done laundry and had some pairs of
new clean white socks in my car. I gave him the socks and he switched out his old
shoes for the new boots I gave him. We shook hands and wished each other well.
While walking away, I overheard a final conversation between a man and his dog.
He simply patted Legacy on the head and said, "I told you God was going to take
care of us".
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SERMON SCHEDULE
April 5
"One Step Ahead"
Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz
Your future is not a mystery. Our
risen Savior is one step ahead and
He leads you to eternal life.
(Mark 16:1-8)
April 12
"God Always Shows Up"
Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz
Jesus shows up in your life
today with His gifts o forgiveness and new life.
(John 20:19-38)
April 19
"It's Not Over 'til Jesus
Says It's Over"
Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz
Our risen Savior enables us
to hold on when troubled
times tempt us to bail out.
(Luke 24:36-49)
April 26
"Open-inded and Accepting"
Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz
Tolerance and open-mindedness
are values much touted, but truth
is even better.
(Acts 4:12)
Listen Sundays at 8 AM on
WHKW 1220 AM, Cleveland

Friday, April 24
Meet at the church at 5 PM
"Chat & Chow" with students and staff of Lutheran Campus
Ministries at the Luther House in Kent on Friday, April 24.
Plans are to meet at church @ 5:00 p.m. and car pool.
A Thrivent Financial Action plan will provide the funds for
food and paper products for this event. Women of Hope
and others are invited to sign up to participate (i.e. help
make food and chat it up with diners). This is an opportunity to share your faith outside the community and possibly
into the world.

OUTREACH WORKSHOP
CHANGE OF DATE
Due to a scheduling conflict, the Workshop originally scheduled for
the 18th is being moved to the following Saturday, APRIL 25TH.
Same time:
Coffee ready at 9:30
Workshop from 10 a.m. to Noon.
If you have any questions, see Dan.
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SERVER’S LIST
Date

Music

Worship
Commun- Sun School
Greeters Ushers Reader Acolyte
ion
Assistant
Teacher

April 05

Lori

Fred

Lynn
Andy

Joe
Paul

Sheila

Joie

Donna

April 12

Lynn

Dave R

Del
Sue

Colin
Dave

Judy

Dottie

April 19

Lori

Chris

Reidun
Donna

Jerry
Bob

Bob

Nathan

April 26

Lynn

Andy

Carol
Judy

Dan
George

Dan

Kayla

Judy
Peggy

PPT
Sermons

Becky

Dawn
PPT

Becky

Dan
PPT &
Sermon

Becky

Andy
Sermon

Needed

Dawn
PPT & Sermon

Join us for a lively discussion. Bring an appetizer to share.

Meets Tuesday, April 14
7 PM
At Sheila’s home

admired.

When Dr. John Taylor is
found dead in a hotel room
in his hometown, the local
police find enough incriminating evidence to suspect
foul play. A renowned plastic surgeon, a respected
family man, and an active
community spokesman, Dr.
Taylor was loved and

But, hidden from the public eye, he led a
secret life—in fact, multiple lives. A
closeted polygamist, Dr. Taylor was
married to three very different women in
three separate cities. And when these
three unsuspecting women show up at his
funeral, suspicions run high. Adams soon
finds herself tracking down a murderer.
Easter spells out beauty, the rare beauty of new life. ! S.D. Gordon

JOKES BY NORMA
The Pastor said, "You need to join
the Army of the Lord!"
My friend replied, "I'm already in
the Army of the Lord, Pastor."
Pastor questioned, "How come I don't see
you except at Christmas and Easter?"
He whispered back, "I'm in the secret service."

Please book Master calendar
appointments with Dawn!
She can be reached at
330.995.4807 OR
dghlc456@gmail.com.
You can check the calendar
and mark it if the day and time are free, but
please let Dawn know about it. Thank you.
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CAN YOU GUESS THESE MEMBERS?

A Big Thank You to
David B. for finding
these. Rumor has it,
he has more to share!
More coming next
month!

BOOK CLUB OUTING
Join us for: An Evening with Regina Brett
Hudson Library & Historical Society
Tuesday, April 21, 7 p.m.
or call (330) 653-6658.
If you’d like to meet for dinner before, let Reidun know. You will need to register.
Regina Brett, Cleveland Plain Dealer columnist and New York bestselling author, returns to the Hudson
Library & Historical Society to discuss her newest book God is Always Hiring: 50 Lessons for Finding Fulfilling Work. A book signing and reception will immediately follow the program.
The Learned Owl Book Shop, a co-sponsor of this event, will provide books for purchase and signing.
Register for this free program online at hudsonlibrary.org or call (330) 653-6658 x1010.

Easter is when a lot of people repent, and wish they'd bought the outfit that was on sale.
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Nick S.

April 02

David B.

April 06

Peggy R.

April 11

Cheryl T.

April 17

Raili V.

April 18

Hope Council Meeting
Thursday, April 9th, 7 p.m.
in the Fellowship Hall
All members are welcome

WWW.HLCAURORA.ORG

Congregational President
Dan Coleman
dcolemansr@windstream.net
Phone: 330.562.9017
Prayer Chain Captain
Debi Schuster
Home 330.626.9163
Rev. Powell Woods, Minister
330.562.9660 church
440.708.1792 home
440.319.0451 cell
Mrs. Linda Lawyer
Pre-School Director
330.562.8260

